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Libya criticises media reports 

NICOSIA (R) — Libya Monday accused Western journalists of imprecise 
and biased reporting of a visit to the site of a factory which the United 
States says b a chemical weapons plant. The official JANA news agency 
complained that journalists reported seeing do evidence to hack Libya's 
d raM of the U£. description of the facility which Tripoli says is a 
pharmaceutical factory. JANA also objected to journalists writing that 
there were artillery and other weapons at the site. “Saying that the 
b uildings seen by the pressmen... don't help to recognise their nature (and! 
adding that there are weapons... is bat a talk lacking , in precision and 
objectivity," JANA quoted its local affairs commentator as saying. Foreign 
journalists taken Saturday to the site of the factory at Rabta. 96 
kilometres southwest .of Tripoli, were refused entry to the factory for 
security reasons. JANA said Libyans were gathering to stage a sit-in in the 
factory and that some of the buildings seen by journalists were used For 
assembling cars. It added that a town is being built at Rabta and suggested 
that Libya bad a right to defend the factory following what it called U.S. 
threats to bomb it. 
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‘Israel su&mHfaS peace plan to U.S;’ 


■ ABU 0HABI (AP) ^3Bnfe! has submitted a six-pomt Midest peace 
piaii to •^a^i^fUite L ®scep4mg United States and Soviet participation 
JEn a Middle Lit peace con&neiice, the state-run A1 Ktifiad newspaper 
epot ■^'Monday. ^JThc plan shows that Israel is ready to have the 

' paper said” 1 ^^^ unidentified Egyptian 

dipimnHtic'sources, the pamper said the Israeli plan was presented to 

copf ddlyered to Egypt. 

Arafat confers with N. Yemeni president 


'Ki 


-rr Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Af^iBscnssed Fatestinfanpeace initiatives with North Yemeni 
Preddent AJi AbduBah Saleh MMay, Radio' Sanaa said. The radio 
arid Arafat, whoantred earlier indie day, discussed attempts to 
ccpy e ne an : international peace conference on the Middle East. 
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LONDON (R) — Sandi Arabia's charge d’affaires in Thailand, in 
.tmiriat,pnb&h«l blamed terrorists far the murder of a 

SauU ^pknut hi Bangkok last Wednesday. Abdullah Al Shabfly told 
----- new^aperhytriephime from Loudon that thecrbne 

,vras|i?4|®csly.motirided and not finked to a dispute with local labour 
-gangs.-/Bangkok police have, not tided out a political motive for the 
•&ootpxKof Third Secretary Saleh Al Maliki. Bat they say they suspect 

Sdeh, whose job i n do ded the 
-piiKeahig'oC workpermitai^ficatioiK. 

israeVChinatostep up contacts—Arens 

PARI& (R)r- farad and China, which have never had diplomatic 
relations, have! agreed to step up contacts through their United 
‘ /Natiopn/ d de g ati ous; IsracB Forrign Minister Mosbe Arens said 
v. Mowtoff^ The. decisioo wsk taken when Arens met Chinese Foreign 
^ Miiristw Q^ -in Paris, whore both are attending an 

Bsterouriiciftal ediditeaore on banning ritemkal weapons. “The Chinese 
forritgo.' minister suggested that we use the Chinese and Israeli 
ddega&ms United Nations in New York as a channel of 

riimwmnh ^atkinB hetwten the countries,” Arens told a news confer- 
’eicfc" 


LONDON (jfc) -^Qbeen Efeabeth’s hosband, Prince Philip, and 
foi^jSea^:%; will represent Britain at 

Japanese"Eniperor ifirohifa’s 'faheral next month, Buckingham 
Palace arid the goventmehi mid Monday. 1 Palace sources said the 
■pKcn/M^ od ^ adrire of ber deriding who. should 

represo^theroyidfamay RitbeFeb, 24 Amepl'Csefi stmy on page 8) 


” Greek and Turkish Cypriot leaders met Monday 
for the stecoud phase of United Nations-sponsored peace talks aimed at 
■ mnrfting fl»e fafam<L PKfiidea»t George VassSfiou, the Greek Cypriot 
• leader, and Rmf Senktad^ president of the breakaway Turkish 
• ^ Cypriot fephfie iriqprtbern Gypris, conferred for one hour and 45 
' mfaudes. A brief UJV. statement said only that they agreed to meet 
A. - agafo^xLMbnday. It gave no details of Monday’s discussions 
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MOSCOW (R) -—One of tile foaufiag members of a banned group 
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Kar^kh' Wilh Amteida has ^ been arrested, a senior Soviet legal 
official said. Yiktor^Uynkhin told the Jan. 3 edition of the Azerbaijani 
Comhurist Party newspaper. Bakisski Rabochi that Igor Muradyan 
had been recently arrested ia Azohnijan: The newspaper readied 
Moacow Mwiday. Officials in Yerevan, capital of Armenia, 
anhodnced/Mflnitoy 'tiiat four more AnneiaJaii activists had been 
detidued for five days in cbnnectfon with |mMc order offences. 

Foli[sai4o:Taiks should lead to settlement 

TUraB.Qt);-r-r The Phtbario Trent said Monday its peace talks with 
Kiag Has san of Mmocco^ last week sbonld lead to a comprehensive 
agreement in the. Weriem Sahara, where JPofisario gnenttas have 
been lighting Morocco ^ice 1976. A Pafisario statement said its 
.ri^wiOTwliitce,dii meeting Sunday, condtided that the meeting 
“opoas^the ivay to ^a qt ifitative deydopmeat of the U.N. and 
Satfci of African Ihtity process which must thus enter an active 
phase/to. reach .ir complete and defidthe ag reem en t.” This would 
^abte Moroocoand the PoiisariO to go together to a referendum on 
seff-d^im^xtiou for thepeople of the Western Sahara, the s tate men t 
sridi. ’ r *. ■’ j 


t ^Zaif^ unlikely to send Amin to Uganda 

'^'KAMPAtA/fR) 1 - Zahre is.unfikely to extradite former Ugandan 
' ftris lfB Asm to h& hometond and wants him to return to Saudi 
. Arahia^ ^aire’s ainhassador to Uganda said Monday. Sources dose to 
/tiie^ Ugandan ^govriument said Stmday that a formal request for 
Anting atraffitfans front Zaire, which he entered illegally last week, 
vOtotteMtri wte fijs special delegation. Kit the delegation, to be 
" fe fe; g wthe miiristerof sfate in thepresHeat’s office, Kiiza Bei^ye, 
^ hM lit* ypf Kpmpafa - 

M- Irani 1 B groupsseek recognition 

,N0 .■ ■■ . • 

n tz MOGaA-dQ —baa said Monday 18 political parties had so far 
^ applied -for registration following a dedsaou to expand pofitfcal 
Hi freedom. ^The Iranian news agweyIRNA quoted Interior Minister AU 
j. Msr Mobtashenii as saymg-tiie parties fadnded the Association for 
)e i 5 &e fiefeoce of Freedom, to whidt . former Prime Minister Mebdi 
j, Barargan bdongs. Others indude the Mqjahideen^-Kbalq movemmt 
■ tfiat- by LotfoBah Mdsami, who IKNA said was one of the first 
foe.Mqjaliedeefl-e-Khalq-orgaaisation which waged an. 
^medstriq^e- againstthelateaiah. 

J* HoU.and^opens dialogue with PLO 

TUNIS:CRj>^- The Netheriands Monday opened a formal didogue hi 
jpr Tan» witlr ti» Palestine Liberation Orgauteatioo (PLO), which said It 
i W* e ~ fbr a Xtotdi coiitribation to Middle East peace. “(We expect) 
# Bol|ud t» piq! fa rok fltrough the European community to achieve 
ifl^ progress foWmids/jteare,” PLO Political DqiartmNit head Farouk* 
.■as ’ Wfynaendts, director of pofiti c al 

^^afiSetes at.^theThdcfa^Foreign Maristry. 




13^ 

so 0, _ . t 

^ MAIHLA'^APj —r- Asaflants hurled a grenade into a oowd 
i ' j.' attenjjftpg award ceremonies at a basketbali tournament, kiUmg at 
people and injuring 69 others in : a remote' area of the 
s^- £ Pfufippmes, the mDitary said Monday^ Lt. Ansclmo 


spokesman, -Said the attack came at 11:30 
at a basbctbaflcGurt in Esocranza, a town in Sultan. 


, ... omaiatprpvince, a&cw 960 )dlon 3 <stres sooth of Manila. There 
, ^ wbs/ tto imficatibn who was re^onsible for the, attack, Cabingan 


Morocco, Syria restore relations 


RABAT (Agencies) — Morocco and Syria have decided to restore 
dipfomatte ties as a result of mediation by Sandi Arabia, a joint 
statement said Monday. 

Hie Moroccan/Syrian statement said the decision was taken 
“following the fraternal initiative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
efiminate obstacles hindering concerted Arab action to face up to 
dangers threatening the Arab Nation.” 

The announc em e nt was also broadcast on Damascus Radio. 

Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz left 
Damascus Saturday after two days of talks with Syrian President 
HirfM Al Assad and flew to Rabat for talks with Moroccan leaders. 

Syria severed relations with Morocco in July 1986 in protest at a 
n wft iipg between Hawaii and the then Israel Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

Rif ai holds talks with 
2 American senators 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai met with 
visiting U.S. senators Nancy Landon Kassebaum and John 
McCain and discussed with them international and Middle 
East developments. 

U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Roscoe Suddartb was present 
at the meeting, held at the Prime Ministry, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Sen. Kassebaum is a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee while Sen. McCain is member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 


King Bassan's talks with Peres, held in the monarch’s mountain 
palace at Ifrane 20 kilometres east of Rabat,, were inconclusive. The 
king described them as exploratory. 

Prince Abdullah’s visit to Morocco was described as a private visit 
after holding two days of talks in Damascus. 

The Saudi news agency SPA said be bad discussed in detail with 
the Syrians the question of readmitting Egypt to the Arab League as 
well as developments in Morocco, Iraq, Lebanon and Libya. 

Prince Abdullah told the agency his visit to Damascus was aimed at 
pursuing efforts to achieve Arab solidarity and he received fall 
support from Assad on aU issues discussed. 

Damascus Radio said “the prince stressed in his meeting with Assad 
the procedures needed to pave the way for a possible Arab summit in 
Riyadh.” 



Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Monday confers with U.S. senators Nancy 
Landon Kassebaum and John McCain (Petra photo) 


Uprising leaders rule out truce 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Leaders of the 
Palestinian uprising vowed Mon¬ 
day to continue rbe anti-occupa¬ 
tion revolt as it entered its 14th 
month with a general strike and 
dashes in which troops wounded 
11 Palestinian protesters. 

In a leaflet distributed in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip underground leaders conde¬ 
mned “weak voices being heard 
by some weak individuals... rac¬ 
ing to.participate in conspiracies 
aimed-at stopping the uprising 
and heroic resistance to Zionist 
terror.” 

Israeli Defence Minister- Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin, meanwhile, has re¬ 
newed secret contacts with 
Palestinians to discuss convening 
municipal elections in the occu¬ 
pied territories for the first time 
since 1976, the daily Haaretz-re¬ 
ported. 

The meeting at Rabin’s Tel 
Aviv office were held in secret to 


protect participants fom attacks 
by Palestinian nationalists, the 
Hebrew-language paper said. 

The PLO underground lead¬ 
ership of the uprising also re¬ 
jected Israeli moves for elections 
and called for escalation of the 
revolt, speaking through, the leaf¬ 
let distributed in the occupied 
territories Monday. 

“Our heroic people, we are 
convinced that your struggle will 
defeat the terrorist (Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak) Shamir, who is 
trying to end the uprising by 
holding elections to try to find 
another leadership than our rep¬ 
resentative, the PLO (Palestine 
liberation Organisation),” said 
the leaflet. 

The army maintained curfews 
on four Gaza Strip refugee camps 
and the neighbourhoods of Gaza 
city and Rafab, confining 135,000 
Palestinians to their homes. 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij 
last month proposed a one-year 


U.N.-spoosored truce in the up¬ 
rising in exchange for Israeli 
moves, such as releasing de¬ 
tainees and bolding municipal 
elections. 

He later withdrew the idea 
after PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
said in a statement that Palesti¬ 
nians who call for an end to the 
uprising risked the bullets of their 
people. 

In the West Bank, troops shot 
and wounded four Palestinians in 
a violent dash in Fara’a village, 
the army said. 

Hospital officials said five 
others were shot and wounded in 
dashes in Qabatiya, Kufr Dik 
and Beit Ummar villages and 
Dheisheh and Al Amari refugee- 
camps. 

In the Gaza Strip, soldiers 
wounded two Palestinians during 
stone-throwing protests in Beit 
Lahiya village and Rafab refugee 
camp. Clashes also broke out in 
Beit Hanoun and Gaza City, but 


there were no reported injuries. 

Palestinians heeded a strike 
call for the second day in a row 
and dosed shops, halted trans-' 
port and stayed away from their 
jobs, to mark the anniversary of 
the revolt. 

A small bomb exploded over¬ 
night near the Jewish settlement 
ofTekoa, causing no damage, an 
army spokeswoman said. 

Molotov cocktails were also 
thrown overnight in the Jeru¬ 
salem neighbourhood of Gilo, at 
the Ginot Sfaoraroo Jewish settle¬ 
ment and at a settler's car in 
Hebron, the army and Palesti¬ 
nians said. 

The leaflet praised Palestinian 
lawyers for boycotting Israeli 
military courts and renewed calls 
for Palestinian employees of the 
Israeli occupation authorities to 
resign. 

It called general strikes Jan. 15 
and Jan. 24 and declared Jan. 10 
“a day to escalate the uprising.” 


Lebanese 
militia 
war turns 
‘horrific’ 

KFAR MELKI, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Amal militia¬ 
men recaptured strategic vil¬ 
lages in South Lebanon from 
their Hizbonah rivals Monday, 
and police reported “horrific 
atrocities” in the two-day 
battle. 

Police said at least 80 people 
were killed and 200 wounded 
as the embattled villages 
changed hands in house-to- 
house combat between the 
mainstream Amal militia and 
the fundamentalist Hizboliah, 
since daybreak Sunday. 

A police spokesman in 
Sidon, provincial capital of 
South Lebanon, said there 
were “horrific atrocities” com¬ 
mitted in tiie fighting. 

‘They’re knifing, hacking 
and gunning each other to 
death in Kfar FiDa and Jbaa,” 
he said. 

“Many victims have been 
backed to death. Others had 
their- throats cut and some 
were headless. Many were rid¬ 
dled with bullets,” the spokes¬ 
man said. 

Amal launched a counter¬ 
attack before dawn Monday 
and retook three of five vil¬ 
lages which were seized by 
Hizbollab in a lightning 
onslaught the previous day in 
south Lebanon's Iqlim Al 
Tnfah. 

Iranian sources said 
Mahmoud Rafsanjani, brother 
of the speaker of Iran's parlia¬ 
ment, Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, arrived in Beirut 
and held immediate talks with 
Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi 
Shamseddine, vice-president 
of the Higher Shi’ite Council, 
in -a bid to end the fighting. 

Rasanjani also went to the 
house of-Sheikh Mohammad 
Hussein Fadlallah, Hizbollah’s 
spiritual mentor, in Beirut's 
southern suburbs. 


43 killed in Boeing crash 
on busy British motorway 


LOUGHBOROUGH, England 
(Agencies) — A Boeing jetliner 
skimm ed village rooftops and 
crashed near one of Britain’s 
busiest motorways killing 43 peo¬ 
ple, but investigators said Mon¬ 
day they doubted sabotage 
brought down the plane. 

The new Boeing 737-400, with 
118 passengers and eight crew on 
a flight from London to Belfast in 
Northern Ireland, crashed Sun¬ 
day night near the village of 
Kegworth in central England in 
Britain’s second major airline dis¬ 
aster in a month. 

Bat the airhne, British Midland 
Airways, ruled out speculation by 
aviation experts that sabotage 
was to blame as was the case 
when a Pan American Boeing 747 
crashed on the Scottish town of 


Lockerbie Dec. 21, killing 270 
people. 

■ “We are satisfied the cause was 
technical,” an airline spokesman 
said. 

The British Midland Boeing 
crashed on a grassy embankment 
alongside the main Ml north- 
south motorway as it tried to 
make an emergency landing at 
east Midlands Airport, 150 
kilometres north of London. It 
was just about one kilometre 
short of the runway. 

Villagers who ran to the scene 
found corpses strewn on the road¬ 
way and some dazed passengers 
climbing out of the wreckage 
unaided. 

Rescuers struggled until near 
dawn Monday to free remaining 
survivors, some of whom were 


critically injured, from the wreck 
of the plane. 

Some of the survivors spoke of 
seeing flames and flashes gush 
from one of the engines during 
•the 34-minute flight from 
London. 

Cars pulled to the side of the 
six-lane highway as the aircraft 
hurtled toward them, but there 
were no reports of injury to 
motorists. 

One engine was on fire, and 
Transport Secretary Paul Chan- 
non said it “certainly looks prob¬ 
able" there was a problem with 
the both engines. One of the 
engines was reported on fire as 
the plane came down. 

Officials of the Scandinavian 

(Continued on page 2) 



His Majesty King Hussein Monday holds talks with the governors of 
the Kinj^lom's governorstes in a meeting attended by (to the King’s 
right) Royal Court Chief Refal Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, the 
King ’s advisors Adrian Abu Odeh and Amer Khammash and 
Interior Minister Rqjai Dajani (to the King's -toft) 

King, governors 
review course 
of development 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday stressed 
the importance of developing 
pubb'c administration in the King¬ 
dom's govemorates in a way that 
is compatible with implementa¬ 
tion of plans to decentralise de¬ 
velopment. 

The King was speaking at a 
meeting with the governors of 
Amman, Balqa, Zarqa, Irbid, 
Mafraq, Karak, Maan, and 
Tafileh at the Royal Court. 

The meeting reviewed adminis¬ 
trative and development affairs 


and the importance of increasing 
cooperation between the state 
organs and the govemorates so as 
to facilitate implementation of 
development plans. 

The meeting was attended by 
Chief of the Royal Court Field 
Marshal Sharif 2iaid Ibn Shaker. 
King Hussein's political advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh, King Hus¬ 
sein's special advisor Amer 
Khammash, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra'd Ibn Zaid, and In¬ 
terior Ministr Rajai Dajani. 


U.S. says it wants 
global chemical pact 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The White House Monday called 
on the Soviet Union's plan to 
start destroying chemical 
weapons only a partial answer to 
ending the menace posed by such 
arms. 

“We welcome the Soviet Un¬ 
ion’s commitment to begin the 
destruction of chemical weapons 
but it is only a partial destruction, 
we think a small part actually," 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater told 
reporters at his daily news 
briefing. 

Fitzwater, who was responding 
to Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze's 
announcement Sunday at an in¬ 
ternational conference in Paris, 
said: “The real answer is to des¬ 
troy all chemical weapons." 

He said the United States had 
tabled a draft treaty at the Gene¬ 
va'disarmament conference four 
years ago which claims for a 
global ban on the development, 
production, stockpiling, acquisi¬ 
tion, retention and use of chemic¬ 
al weapons. 

“Our position is that the 
appropriate channel for a reduc¬ 
tion in chemical weapons is 
through an agreement at the in¬ 
ternational disarmament confer¬ 
ence in Geneva,” Fitzwater said. 

While the statement by She¬ 
vardnadze was widely welcomed, 
concern was building at the Paris 
conference that efforts to reach a 
global ban on all future produc¬ 
tion of chemical weapons could 
stumble in the Middle East. 


One after the other, Arab fore¬ 
ign ministers said Sunday they 
could not be expected to re¬ 
nounce any weapon — including 
poison gas — so long as Israel 
possessed both chemical arms 
and the atomic bomb. 

American charges that the Li¬ 
byans have built a poison gas 
plant have added urgency to the 
conference. . 

Most African, Asian, Latin 
American and Arab countries 
walked out of the hall when 
Botha, the 43rd speaker to 
address the conference, went to 
the podium. 

Kenyan Foreign Minister 
Robert Ouko. who led the pro¬ 
test. said: “Africa deeply regrets 
the presence of the minority ra¬ 
cist regime of South Africa.” 
Ouko’s spokesman later said 
South Africa had no place at a 
meeting to reduce tensions. 

Israel contented Monday it 
faced an immediate chemical 
weapons threat from Iraq, Syria 
and Libya and had taken steps to 
“defend" itself. 

Foreign Minister Moshe Arens 
made the charge at the 140-nation 
conference in Paris. 

Shortly after Arens made the 
speech, black African states led a 
walkout when South African 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha took 
the floor. 

The five-day conference began 
the process of drafting its final 
declaration Saturday. The final 
draft is expected to be ready by 
Tuesday night. 


PLO expects serious superpower push for peace 


By N^jwa Najjar 
Jordan Hows Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The main ques¬ 
tion that remains in prospects 
for peace in the Middle East is 
whether the concessions made 
by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) will lead 
to similar concessions by the 
other parties directly or in¬ 
directly involved in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, according to a 
senior PLO official. 

However, Bassazn Abu Shar¬ 
if, an adivsor to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, also sees that a 
solution is in the offing and 
Israel is bound to give in soon¬ 
er or later. 

Aim Sharif bases his conclu¬ 
sion on the new U.Sl-^oviet 
detente, the European stand, 
the year-long intifada in the 
occupied territories and Arab 
solidarity. He considers all 
these factors to be part of 
“dialects,” stressing that no 
one factor can be separated 
from the entire equation and or 
be. expected to lead to a solu¬ 
tion on-its own. 

At the same time, Alai Sharif 


believes that the stands of the 
U.S. and Soviet Union towards 
the Middle East in the context 
of the prevailing superpower 
detente are of major signifi¬ 
cance in the Middle East peace 
process. 

He points out that one of the 
main elements in the detente 
policy is the stress on the ne¬ 
cessity of finding political solu¬ 
tions for hot regional prob¬ 
lems, among which the Middle 
East conflict figures high. 
“Both the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union have agreed on several 
points concerning a peace pro¬ 
cess in the Middle East in the 
context of their commitment to 
the detente policy,” said Abu 
Sharif in an interview with the 
Jordan Times. 

“The superpowers have 
agreed to join efforts to solve 
the Middle East problems, and 
both see to the necessity of an 
international conference as a 
way to solve the problems,” 
Abu Sharif said. ‘They also 
agree that Israel’s occupation 
of Arab territories should 
end.” 

However, be also notes that 


there are areas which the su¬ 
perpowers have not agreed on, 
most importantly the Palesti¬ 
nians' right to self-determina¬ 
tion and to an independent 
state. 

“The Soviet Union considers 
that a just solution cannot be 
attained unless the Palestinian 
people have their right to self- 
determination and an indepen¬ 
dent state, while the U.S. have 
not officially endorsed such a 
view,” he said. 

The PLO is working to en¬ 
courage the U.S. to develop its 
position and stand in the Mid¬ 
dle East and to recognise the 
Palestinian right to self-deter¬ 
mination and statehood, he 
said. 

But, the major obstacle to 
the peace process is “the rejec- 
tionist attitude of the Israeli 
government,” according to 
Abu Sharif, who adds tbat the 
superpowers should cooperate 
closely in this area to formulate 
solutions under their commit¬ 
ment to global peace and sta¬ 
bility. 

“We expect a serious effort 
to be made by both superpow¬ 


ers after President-elect 
George Bush takes office on 
Jan. 20,” he said. “At the same 
time we have no illusion that 
these efforts will not take time 
tcr.become fruitful.” 

Abu Sharif sees the Soviet 
Union as being essential to any 
Middle East peace process 
since the new policy adopted 
by Moscow “is a policy of 
peaceful coexistence and of in¬ 
ternational cooperation to 
establish stability and peace 
that will create a healthy 
atmosphere for economic de¬ 
velopment in the world com¬ 
munity.” 

Naming one of the basic ele¬ 
ments in attaining stability as 
political solutions to regional 
problems, he said: “The Soviet 
Union is committed to finding 
(regional) solutions, with the 
Middle East topping its 
agenda.” 

The Soviet Union supports ' 
and defends not only the 
Palestinians' right to self-deter¬ 
mination and statehood, but 
also strongly advocates interna¬ 
tionally guaranteed secure and 
safe boundaries for all coun¬ 


tries in the region. 

“Our relationship and coop¬ 
eration with the Soviet Union 
are on the highest level and we 
have all reasons to believe that 
the Soviet Union will throw its 
weight for a just solution in the 
Middle East,” he added. 

However, the U.S. will have 
carry the major part of the 
burden since Washington’s 
official policy is to do all that it 
can to attain peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East, he notes. “Then it 
becomes the U.S. responsibil¬ 
ity to use its influence to re¬ 
move the Israeli obstacle, as it 
is the only obstacle confronting 
peace in the Middle East." 

“We believe that it is the 
U.S. responsibility to help 
bring an end to the Israeli 
occupation of Arab land since 
it (the U.S.) has, beyond 
doubt, the ability to use its 
influence on the Israeli govern¬ 
ment to change (Israel's) atti¬ 
tude — the rejectionist, expan¬ 
sionist policy — and to respond 
positively to peace offers,” 
Abu Sharif asserted. 

(Continued on page 2) 














































Afghan rebels call off Soviet talks 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies). — Afghan rebel leaders 
refused Monday to resume direct talks with the 
Soviet Union, contending Moscow was attempting to 
secure a place for its communist allies in a post-war 
government. 

believe that negotiations are un¬ 
productive and unnecessary,'' be 
said. 

At a news conference Satur¬ 
day, Vorontsov told reporters 
that Moscow would find a way to 
support its allies in Kabul if there 
was no broad-based government 
that included communists in place 
after Feb. IS. 

Rebels, who have been fighting 
the Soviet-backed Afghan gov¬ 
ernment for 20 years, are 
opposed to allowing the commun¬ 
ists to participate in a post-war 
Afghan government. 

“The Soviets have threatened 
that if their terms are not 
accepted they will supply new 
weapons, not deployed before, to 
(Afghan President) NajibuUah's 
regime after the withdrawal,” 
said Mojaddidi. “The Soviets’ 
efforts to impose a government of 
their choice on the Afghan nation 


The rebels' spokesman said the 
decision meant fighting was likely 
to continue beyond Feb. 15, the 
date by which the Soviet Union 
agreed last year to withdraw its 
troops. 

Rebel leaders ended talks with 
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yuli Vorontsov Saturday after 
the two sides reached an impasse 
over the composition of a post¬ 
war Afghan government. At the 
time, rebel leaders said they were 
prepared to continue the talks. 

But Monday, the spokesman* 
-for the U.S.-backed guerrillas 
based in Pakistan. Sibghatuilah 
Mojaddidi, said the rebel alliance 
had decided to break off its talks 
with the Soviets. 

“Because the Soviets use 
threats, look for war rather than 
peace, and disrespect Afghans’ 
right of self-determination, we 


will protract the war and kill our 
people.” 

Although Mojaddidi ruled out 
a ceasefire sought by Vorontsov, 
be promised that die Mnjahe- - 
deen would not attack departing 
Soviet soldiers. 

Mojaddidi said Vorontsov was 
told: “We can only order Mu- 
jahedeen not to attack your with¬ 
drawing troops. We can give you 
peace... to pass." 

The Soviet official has said 
Moscow would meet the Feb. 15 
withdrawal deadline unless de¬ 
parting Soviet soldiers are attack¬ 
ed by guerrillas. 

Mojaddidi said any future talks 
would have to be about war 
reparations and the return of 
prisoners. 

Vorontsov, who is also ambas¬ 
sador to Afghanistan, has 
travelled to Saudi Arabia, Italy, 
[ran and Pakistan during the past 
month with Moscow's plan to set 
up a broadly-based Afghan gov¬ 
ernment after the withdrawal. 

Moscow insists on a role for 
NajibuUah’s party. The plan 
would also include a part for 
former King Zahir Shah, 74, ex¬ 


iled in Rome since his overthrow 
in a 1973 coup. 

“Any solution will be accord¬ 
ing to the will of the Afghan 
people, it is not for them or any 
other country to decide," Mojad¬ 
didi told reporters. 

He said die Soviets, who inter¬ 
vened in Afghanistan in Decem¬ 
ber 1979, would have to pay for 
the destruction caused by the war 
and return Mujahedeeii prison¬ 
ers, who the rebels say number 
40,000. 

The rebels were also angered 
by Vorontsov's comment Satur¬ 
day that any more killing in the 
war would be on their conscience 
because they had not recipro¬ 
cated Kabul’s unilateral ceasefire 
of Jan. 1. 

“A ceasefire is not possible 
because the cause of the war has. 
not been removed, the forced 
existence of the Russians and the 
puppet regime,” Mojaddidi told 
the news conference. 

“He said the Mujahedeen had 
killed many Soviet soldiers, but 
that the Soviets had killed, cap¬ 
tured and tortured many more, 
including women and ^children. 


and forced millions into exile. 

“Has all this been forgotten?” 
asked Mojaddidi. 

Mohammad Karim Khalil, rep¬ 
resentative of Afghan rebels 
based in Iran who joined the talks 
with Vorontsov, told' the news 
conference he would remain in 
Pakistan this week to discuss the 
council with other guerrilla 
leaders. 

Both the Iran- and Pakistan- 
based rebels have agreed that the 
ruling People's Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan (PDPA) of Na- 
jibullah can play no part in a 
post-war government. 

About three million Afghan 
war refugees live in Pakistan and' 
another two million in Iran. .The 
Iran-based rebel fighters belong 
to the same sect of Islam prac¬ 
tised by most Iranians. 

About 17 per cent of Afghanis¬ 
tan's 15 million people are 
Shi'ites while 80 per cent belong 
to the Sunni sect. The Pakistan- 
based rebels are Sunnis. 

Mojaddidi said the rebels' deci¬ 
sion to end the talks with the 
Soviets means fighting is likely to 
continue beyond Feb. 15. 



Afghan rebel leader Sibghatuilah Mojaddidi reads 
out from a paper and Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yuli Vorontsov (right) listens intently at a 


round talks in Islamabad Friday. Mojaddidi 
announced Monday the rebels were breaking off 
with the Soviet Union. 


No concessions to Iran — Iraq 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Iraq’s 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan said Sun¬ 
day his country would not con¬ 
cede any ground in its stalled 
peace negotiations with Iran. 

“We have no intentions for any 
concessions... we will not change 
our policies (in this respect) 
under any framework or threat 
and we are alert to every move,” 
he told a news conference. 

Ramadan, who earlier held 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, was replying to a 
question on a reported buildup of 
Iranian troops on the border 
since Baghdad and Tehran 
agreed to a ceasefire last August. 
Iran has denied the reports. 

The two countries, which were 
at war for eight years, have made 
little progress in peace negotia¬ 
tions. 

"How can you expect progress 
when Iranian leaders are not un¬ 
ited behind peace... the Iranians 
are sending unclear signals on 
whether they really want peace,” 
he said. 


Asked about the government's 
plans for Iraq’s post-war recon¬ 
struction. Ramadan indicated 
that non-Arab investors would 
not be welcome to participate. 

“Iraq must depend first on its 
own capabilities, and then on 
Arab projects and investment. As 
for foreign investments and 
banks, we, as a rule, do not like 
foreign investments in our 
country.” 

“Foreign investment is re¬ 
jected,” Ramadan said, adding 
that if a certain project necessi¬ 
tated foreign participation, “we 
will study the issue." 

Speaking on a multitude of 
issues, Ramadan said that Iraq had 
officially asked at the Arab sum¬ 
mit in Nov. 1987 that Egypt's 
membership be reinstated in the 
Arab League. He said he hoped 
Egypt would be invited to attend 
the next Arab summit. 

“We held some contacts which 
showed support for Egypt’s re¬ 
turn to the league and this will be 
discussed in the first session of 
the next Arab summit, so that 


Egypt can resume its contribution 
to the league after the first ses¬ 
sion of the summit,” Ramadan 
said. 

No definite date has been set 
for the next Arab summit, 
although it is expected to take 
place in Saudi Arabia. 

Ramadan lauded his meet¬ 
ings with Mubarak and Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki. Ramadan 
was here to attend the second 
meeting of the semi-annual high¬ 
er committee'between Egypt and 
Iraq. 

Basra reconstruction 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein has ordered the army to help 
rebuild the port city of Basra 
which was devastated in the war 
with Iran, the Iraqi News Agency 
reported Monday. 

Iranian artillery and rockets 
destroyed many of the buildings 
and forced most of the million 
residents of Basra to flee. The 
city, 520 kilometres south of 
Baghdad, was only 20 kilometres 
from the warfront. 

Many residents have returned 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 


PLO expects serious 


push 


(Continued from page I) 

Noting the extensive military 
aid that the U.S. offers to 
Israel, Abu Sharif says: “The 
continuation of such a policy 
without any change in the 
Israeli government policy vis-a- 
vis the peace process will indi¬ 
cate that the U.S. is not serious 
in its commitment for peace in 
the Middle East and that the 
U.S. is encouraging Israel to 
pursue its rejectionist and ex¬ 
pansionist policy.” 

Abu Sharif called on the 
Bush administration to take 
this factor into consideration 
and help in ending “the pain 
and suffering of the Palestinian 
people" inflicted “by the sav¬ 
age practices (and) iron-fist 
policies of the Israeli govern¬ 
ment." 

He hopes that the five 
permanent members of the Un¬ 
ited Nations Security Council 
and the European countries 
"will throw their good wgight 
to remove (Israel's intransi¬ 
gence) in order to pave the way 
for an international peace con¬ 
ference. 

The PLO is not only counting 
on the superpower detente and 
pressure on Israel to yield re¬ 
sults, but also on the intifada in 
the occupied territories. 

“The Palestinian people’s re¬ 
sistance to occupation will not 
only continue but will be step¬ 
ped up.” Abu Sharif said, 
pointing that no-one can expect 
from “a human being to accept 


oppression, humiliation, and 
indignation.” 

The continuation of the in¬ 
tifada is of utmost importance 
not only because it is a human 
and natural response to unpre¬ 
cedented .use of oppressive 
force and inhuman practices, 
-but also since it is a right 
accepted by the world com¬ 
munity and legislated in the 
U.N. charter “to use all means 
and ways to resist occupation 
by force.” 

Arab solidarity, both politi¬ 
cally and financially, will be 


especially important in sup¬ 
porting the Palestinians inside 
and outside the occupied terri¬ 
tories, Abu Sharif said. 

The Arab support to the 
Palestinian political movement 
is expected to take on a diffe¬ 
rent form, “mainly using the 
influence and the good rela¬ 
tions of the Arab countries on 
those countries that can influ¬ 
ence Israel,” he said. 

Abu Sharif hopes that these 
factors will create the momen¬ 
tum necessary t0 push the 
peace process forward. 


43 killed in Boeing crash 


(Continued from page J) 

Airlines System (SAS), a part 
owner of British Midland Air-’ 
ways, said Monday the company 
had been on a worldwide security 
alert triggered by a threat. 

The bomb threat, relayed from 
Hungarian police through Inter¬ 
pol eight days ago. was directed 
against SAS carriers or their sub¬ 
sidiary airlines and hotels. 

But John Herbert, spokesman 
for the Stockholm-based airline, 
said to link was suspected be¬ 
tween the threat and Sunday's 
fatal crash. 

British Midlands sold 24.9 per 
cent of its stocks to -SAS in 
December. SAS, which is half 
owned by the government of Nor¬ 
way, Denmark and Sweden, paid 
S45 million. 

Witnesses of the crash and a 


radio operator who monitored 
pilot Kevin Hunt's final ex¬ 
changes with air traffic control 
said both engines appeared to 
have failed. 

Hunt, a 25-year veteran, was 
among the badly injured survi¬ 
vors. The final survivor, a 
woman, was pulled out from a 
tangle of metal and crushed seats 
more than seven hours after the 
crash. 

The plane’s two giant wrings, 
heavily loaded with fuel, re¬ 
mained virtually intact. The se¬ 
vered tail section of Flight BD92 
crashed in woodland alongside 
the highway, surrounded by 
wreckage from the severed centre 
and nose sections. The undercar¬ 
riage was strewn over the high¬ 
way, which remained dosed to 
traffic. 


following the Aug. 20 ceasefire. 

The agency said the Presiden¬ 
tial Guards Corps, the third, sixth 
and seventh army corps and the 
navy were ordered to the city to 
take part in reconstruction. 

“The work covers the removal 
of wrecked machinery,' motor 
vehicles and railway -wagons 
which were used as shelters to 
protect people from enemy fire,” 
A1 Thawra newspaper quoted 
Basra Governor Anwar Sa’eed 
AJ Hadithy as saying. > 

Hadithy said last year that 
President Hussein had allocated a 
spedal fond of $5 billion to re¬ 
build Basra, Iraq's second city 
and previously its major port.' 

Basra international airport'was 
opened immediately after the 
ceasefire was announced. 

Iran said Monday that resum¬ 
ing the stalled peace talks with 
Iraq was futile without guaran¬ 
tees that Iraq will withdraw its 
troops from Iranian territory 
seized during the war. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayari as 
saying that Baghdad has to agree 
to a pullback if any progress is to 
be made. 

It said Vdayati made the corii^ * 
merits in an interview in Paris, 
where he is attending a confer- 



Taha Yassin Ramadan 


ence aimed at bolstering efforts 
to enforce a 1925 Geneva accord 
outlawing chemical weapons. 

Velayati and Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz met separ¬ 
ately in Paris with United Nations 
Secretary-GeneraJ- Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, the radio said. 

The radio commentary, was the 
strongest indication yet that Iran 
may not go hack to the negotiat¬ 
ing table without'guarantees that 
the next round of talks will 
achieve concrete results. 

The radio said that the U.N. 
Security Council and all the coun¬ 
tries which support its ceasefire 
Resolution,. .expect 

TrdW fo "tie' Optimistic Hbotit the 
talks until Iraq still refuses to 
withdraw from Iranian territory. 


U.S. congressman sees 
Bush working for peace 


By Najwa Najjar 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Republican con¬ 
gressman from Illinois is hopeful 
about the progress of peace in the 
region after U.S. president-elect 
George Bush takes office later 
this month. 

Edward Madigan, who left 
Amman Sunday night after a 
three-day visit, believes Bush will 
be more interested a solution to 
the Middle East problems than 
ex-President Ronald Reagan. 

He said the policy that Bush 
would be following has not been 
determined yet. Tlie Bush admi¬ 
nistration “will want to talk to a 
number of people first.” he said. 
Madigan is certain that both Bush 
and his secretary of state nominee 
James Baker “are going to be 
interested in any opportunity (for 
peace in the region) which pre¬ 
sents itself.” 

Madigan said the U.S. Con¬ 
gress supports peace, “but, I do 
not know (in) what form,” since 
many congressmen are still wary 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO). 

He referred to a recent state¬ 
ment made by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat on Radio Monte 
Carlo warning that any Palesti¬ 
nian calling for a truce in the 
year-long intifada in the occupied 
territories being met by bullets. 
“This needs to be clarified or the 


instability will continue," Madi¬ 
gan said. 

Asked how the U.S. navy’s 
downing of-two Libyan planes 
last week would contribute to 
“stability.'' Madigan sought to 
justify the incident by saying that 
a video tape, presented to the 
United Nations Security Council, 
showed that the Libyan plans 
were armed and that the U.S. 
planes rook - five separate man¬ 
oeuvres to avoid them. “But they 
(Libyan planes) continued to pur¬ 
sue (the. American planes),” he 
said. ■ 

He says that he realises there is 
a “controversy” over the incident 
and “it is very unfortunate that 
something like this has hap¬ 
pened.” 

Referring also the recent 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner, he 
added: “1 hope we can put this 
behind us and work towards 
peace.” 

Madigan was unable lo com¬ 
ment on the U.S. threats to 
attack an alleged Libyan chemical 
weapons factory. “I have no 
other information than that in the 
media.” he said. 

Madigan, who was accompa¬ 
nied by two other Republican 
congressmen, left for Egypt. 

During the visit, they were 
received by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai. 


N. Yemen urges Britain 
to meet peace obligation 


SANAA (R) — North Yemen 
Foreign Minister Abdul Karim AI 
lryani told Britain Sunday it had 
a special obligation to help bring 
about Palestinian independence. 

lryani was speaking at a dinner 
in honour of British Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe. 

Howe, coming to the end of a 
10-day tour of the Gulf and the 
Hom of Africa, arrived earlier 
from Oman for the first visit to 
this country by a British cabinet 
minister. 

British officials said lryani wel¬ 
comed calls made by Howe dur¬ 
ing his tour for Israel to respond 
positively to peace overtures by 
the Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO). 

lryani said in bis speech it was 


time for the world to declare an 
end to the spilling of Palestinian 
blood. 

’Referring to Britain's rule in 
the creation of Israel in 1948, he 
added: “Her Majesty's govern¬ 
ment has a very spedal moral 
obligation to lead the Palestinians 
tq self-determination and inde¬ 
pendence.” 

lryani called the situation in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza “dangerous and tragic.” 

Howe said Britain had “ex¬ 
erted direct influence in the 
search for a just and lasting solu¬ 
tion to the Arab-lsraeli dispute.” 

He said the recent moves by 
the PLO' were part of a series of 
events which had created a new 
opportunity for a peaceful settle¬ 


ment. 

“I hope the people of Israel^ 
who have themselves known war 
and persecution and suffering, 
will see — and seize — this 
' chance to make peace,” Ho We; 
said. ... V 

“You have much to lose by the: 
prolongation of the present vio¬ 
lence and hostility,” be'-itajd,, 
referring to Israel. “Yott have 
everything to gain from' peace — 
most of all, your goal of a secure 
' existence behind : internationally^ 
recognised frontier.’’ . 

Earlier, the two foreign minis¬ 
ters signed agreements- ‘under 
which Britain will provide North 
Yemen with £30 million ($54 mil¬ 
lion) in grants and low-interest 
loans to finance a power link 
from the Red Sea to'Sanaa: ' 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudan water strike continues Specter in Damascus 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Women and children 
hauled water to their homes in tin cans, buckets 
and tanks attached to donkeys Monday as a strike 
by workers of the Sudanese Rural Waters Cor¬ 
poration entered its third day. Meanwhile, edito¬ 
rial and other employees of the official Sudan 
News Agency (SUNA) cut short a strike on the 
governggsgj ^|xpmiseUa,3ifWemertr' their admmis- 
trative -demands within two-weeks. The stoppage 
also began Saturday and. was planned to last* a 
week. The agency said Abass AJ Nour, head of. 
parliament's culture and information committee, 
had given SUNA workers a “written promise” that 
their demands would be fulfilled. Negotiations to 
end the strike at the government-owned water 
works were less successful.' The strike is affecting 
more than a million Sudanese, in Khartoum's 
northern industrial area and the western Sudan 
regions of Kordofan and Darfour as well as some 
eastern towns like Gedarcf and Kassala. 

'Gorbachev should study Islam’ 

NICOSIA (AP) ■— Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
has urged Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev ti^ask 
Iran for a new-look ideology that would replace 
communism, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
said Sunday. The agency was reporting the full text 
of a message sent by the ageing revolutionary 
patriarch to Gorbachev last week. “I expressly . 
declare that the Islamic Republic of Iran, as the 
greatest and most powerful base in the world of 
Islam can easily fill the ideological vacuum of your 
regime.” IRNA quoted the message as saying. 
Khomeini's special envoy. Ayatollah Javudi Amo-. 
li. travelled to Moscow Friday at the head of a 
mission to deliver the message to Gorbachev. The 
Iranian patriarch praised Gorbachev for his deci¬ 
sion to allow more religious freedom in the Soviet 
Union, saying this proved he had turned his hack 
on communism, “a bankrupt ideology.” the agen¬ 
cy said. But he warned the Soviet leader to avoid 
"the green garden” of Western capitalism. 

Storm claims 2 Bahrain fishermen 

BAHRAIN (R) — Two Bahraini fishermen 
drowned and four were missing after storms 
wrecked their houts in the Gulf, coastguards said 
Monday. They said two bodies were found inside a 
fibreglass boat on a coral reef five miles offshore. 
Helicopters and patrol boats were searching for a 
third person from the vessel. Three other fisher¬ 
men missing since Dec. 29 have been presumed 
dead after their boat washed ashore in Oatar last 
week, the coastguards said. 


DAMASCUS (AP).— Visiting U.S: Senator 
Arlen Specter herd talks with senior Syrian offi¬ 
cials Sunday-on Lebanon's political crisis and the 
13-month-old Palestinian uprising in the Israeli 
occupied territories, the Syrian Arab News Agen¬ 
cy (SANA) reported. The Pennsylvania Republi¬ 
can also discussed the overall Middle East sifua- 
: (ion in a later meeting with Vicenh^idepii'Abjini 
Halim Khadtfarh, : the agency saidl'lSpecter fleW to 
Damascus from Baghdad where he had talks 
Sunday with Iraqi Finance Minister Omer Hikmat 
Mukheilie, Iraqi Television, said. ' ; . 

Gulf Air to resume Iraq flights 

BAHRAIN (R)— Gulf Air said Monday it would 
resume flights to Iraq from Feb. I, ending an 
eight-year break caused by the Gulf war. Officials 
of the airline, owned by Bahrain, Oman, Qatar 
and the Emirate of Abu Dhahi, said three flights a 
week to Baghdad were scheduled, one each from 
Doha, Bahrain and Abu Dhabi: The: airline is 
awaiting Iranian approval for two flights a week to 
Bandar Abbas and four to Shiraz starting on the 
same date, the officials said.- They did not say 

where the flights would originate. 

• 

Iran begins rebuilding 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has begun rebuilding 
homes and factories in western regions which 
suffered most damage in the war with Iraq, the 
official Islamic Republic News Agency reported 
Sunday. In a report indicating Iranian confidence 
that hostilities are really over, a deputy of Prime 
Minister Hussein Musavi was quoted as saying 
more than 50 per cent of funds currently ear¬ 
marked for reconstruction will he spent on rebuild¬ 
ing war-destroyed urban and -commercial premis¬ 
es. The agency, monitored irr Nicosia, said that 
much of the rebuilding will take place in,. ibe 
Khuzestan. Ham and Bakhtaran provinces, all 
frontline provinces with Iraq which sustained 
heavy damage in the war. The government, 
announced last month that it has allotted more 
than $750 billion for reconstruction during the 
current Iranian year whichends March 21. More 
than $650 million of that amount will go toward 
rebuilding and renovating-residential and educa¬ 
tional, cultural and sports facilities, IRNA sjfld. 
That sum, however, is only a fraction of the. 
amount needed to rebuild the Iranian economy. —— 
estimated by foreign analysts at between and 
S50U billion. 
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I • AMMAN; (Pena )-'—7 The speaker 
[ . of ther European Parliament Sir 
i , Henry PJnmbeV ] is- jiue "here 
Wednesday on . a three day visit to 
Jordan during which be wfl] meet 
with a number of Jordanian gov- 
. enxment officials. 1 

Sir : Heniy- will. discuss with 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad' A! Lawzi the 
- latest developments in the Paies- 
• tine_pFobIem and current efforts 
to convene ahinfernational peace 
-• conference. 

The JorcLo News Agency, Per-' 
ra. said Sir Henry and hjs.accofn-' 
panyipg. delegation from the 
European Parliament will arrive 
in 'Amman from the occupied 
Arab territories.' ■ 

7 Enropeaa MPs io arrive 

7 Meanwhile another group of 
parliamentarians from seven 
European nations are due here 
Wednesday, in the course of a 
Middle East region tour, for 


meetings with Jordanian officials 

• on the region's current issues and 
current efforts to attain peace. 

The team, which wffl also gp to 
Egypt, Syria and the occupied 
Arab territories, groups parlia¬ 
mentarians from . Spain, West 
Germany,. France.. Portugal, Ita¬ 
ly, Britain and Turkey. 

• The. team members have been 
entrusted by thoEdropean Coun¬ 
cil, formed by the Commission of 
the. European. Communities, to 

• carry but a study of the Middle 
East problems in the course of 
helping the Brussels based Euro¬ 
pean Communitytocontribute to 

■ the peace efforts. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the team will 
meet with Palestine National 
Council Speaker Abdul Hamid 
Al Sayeh and council members, 
to have a first-hand knowledge of 
the Palestine problem and recent 
developments. 


AACO team to discuss 
formation of company to 
finance aircraft purchase 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A steering committee formed by 
the Arab Air Carriers 9 Organisation (AACO) meets 
here Tuesday to discuss the formation of a pan-Arab 
company that will take charge of financing the 
purchase and leasing of aircraft. 


Minister of Labour Marwan Dadm Monday re¬ 
ceives a two-member International Labour Orga¬ 


nisation iMm currently on a visit to Jordan (Petra 
photo) 



Israel seeks to uproot Arabs from 
their land, Dudin tells 1LO team 


LAWZI CONDOLES JAPANESE ENVOY: . Speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi called at the Japanese 
embassy Monday and offered his condolences and those of the 
Senate members on the death of Emperor Hirohito of Japan. The 
embassy was visited Sunday night by a representative of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan on a similar mission. Michael 
Hamarneh, director of the Crown Prince’s office, conveyed condo¬ 
lences by the Crown Prince to the government and people of Japan 
and signed a condolences register at the embassy. (Petra) 

. KHAYYAT IN BAGHDAD: Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister 
Sheikh Abdul Am Al khayyat arrived in Baghdad Monday to 
participate in the second conference of the Supreme Council of 
Islamic Affairs which begins Tuesday. (Petra) 

SERVICES FOR PILGRIMS: The Ma'an municipality is currently 
undertaking necessary arrangements to facilitate pilgrimage services 
during the pilgrims' trip to Mecca. The Ma’an mayor said a 
committee has been formed to give all necessary aid to pilgrims. 
(Petra) 

KHATIB VISITS MA’AN: Energy and Mineral Resources Minister 
Hisbam Khatib Monday visited Ma'an Goveroorate and inspected 
Jordan Electricity Authority offices in Ma'an, Shobak, and Wadi 
Mousa in the wake of the snowfall in the region during late 
December. He also discussed with the director of the Ma’an 
Electricity Department and department officials the damages which 
the electric lines sustained. The minister has begun a tour covering all 
the southern governors fes and districts. (Petra) 

TURKISH AIDE VISITS KARAK: Visiting Deputy Director of 
Religious Affairs in Turkey Saifuddin Al Yaziji and his accompany¬ 
ing delegation visited the tombs of the companions of the Prophet 
Mohammad at Mu'ta and Mazar districts in Karak Monday. They 
were briefed by Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs officials on the 
historic background of the region. (Petra) 

KUWAITI TEAM VISITS RJGCr A group of students from 
.KuwaitMonday.called at the.Royal JordamanGeographic Centre 
(RJGCJ in Amman and were briefed orbits work and programmes. 
The visitors, from the vocational and applied sciences college in 
Kuwait also toured the centre's divisions and inspected the various 
equipment used in making maps. (Petra) 

EXEMPTION FROM CUSTOMS DUTY: A number of Jorda¬ 
nian national products have been exempted bom customs duty upon 
entering countries of the Arab League, according to Asexn Hindawi, 
director of economic cooperation in the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. Hindawi, who was speaking upon returning from a meeting at 
■Tunis by the Arab Economic and Social Council, said that the 
council’s decision enables products to enter other Arab states without 
restrictions. (Petra) ' 


Ministry to ration 
artesian well water 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis¬ 
try of Water and Irrigation will 
call -a meeting for all owners of 
artesian wells in the coining week 
to discuss licences for allowing diem 
to exploit underground water in 
accordance with a rationalised 
. plan. Minister of Water and 

- Irrigation Ahmad Dakhqan said 
Monday. 

~ He said that owners of wells 
'■ will be allowed to pump out a 
'• -fixed amount of. water from the 
' wells every year and they will be 
'. required to install metres on their 
f wells to maintain control over the 

- allowedquantity to be pumped 
by each. 

The minister was speaking at a 
meeting, attended by the Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
.. time and place with the concerned institutions. 


=M I : I'M 


ft An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
WasSfi Art Gallery. 

* Tim Iraqi Cultural Week which indudes an exhibition by the 
Iraqi artist Salam Al Madamgfreh mid an exhibition of 
children's paintings and ehBdrai’s literary and cnftnraf books, 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition entitled “New Museum Buddings in the Federal 
Repnblic of Germany” at the Yanaonk University — 11:00 
a.m. 

ft A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Kamal, Samar Al Sabe’ 
and Nibal Saleh at the Boosing Bank Gallery. 

ft An exhibition of photos and videos on “La Defense”, a new 
district in Pam which became a symbol of ardritectnraf 
crea tiv it y , at the French Cultural Centre. 


ft A charity bazaar that fadcdes wooden handicrafts, embroider¬ 
ies, artificial flowers, children’s toys and aoitmal books at 
Ala'a Centre, Hfttia Refugee Camp. 

FILMS 


ft A scientific film on the mechanism and functions of tbe brain 
(part 2) at the American Centre — 7:00 p.m. 

it A German Ehn entitled. ‘Die Moral der Ruth Baffriass” 
■■■(EBgfefr subtifled) at the. Goethe institute V- 8:99 pjn. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two mem¬ 
ber team from die International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) had a 
meeting here Monday with Minis¬ 
ter of Labour Marwan Dudin to 
discuss tbe situation in the Israeli 
occupied Arab territories and 
Israel's discriminatory measures 
against Arab workers under its 
rule. 

Dudin told the team that 
Israel’s actions against Arab 
workers had their adverse effects 
on Arab institutions and Arab 
workers livelihoods. 


“Over tbe past two decades 
Israel has adopted an official poli¬ 
cy designed to uproot the Palesti¬ 
nian people from their homeland, 
to destroy the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple's social and economic infras¬ 
tructure and obliterate Arab cul¬ 
ture.” tbe minister said at the 
meeting. 

The Israelis, be noted, pursue 
their repressive policies with the 
aim of evicting the Arabs and 
settling Jews in their place. Dudin 
briefed the team on Israel’s viola¬ 
tions of international laws, hu¬ 


man rights and the ILO princi¬ 
ples. 

Dudin called on the ILO to 
intervene and put an end to 
Israel's aggressive measures 
against the Arab workers and its 
continued violations of human 
rights. 

Tbe two member team, which 
arrived in Amman Sunday even¬ 
ing, will be going to Syria, Tuni¬ 
sia. Egypt and the occupied Arab 
territories iu the course of their 
present tour. 


The committee which compris¬ 
es. chairmen of the boards of 
directors of Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), Kuwait Airways and the 
Morocco Air Lines as well as the 
AACO's secretary general, will 
review a final report by a con¬ 
sultative commission that pre¬ 
pared a feasibility study on tbe 
project which is estimated to cost 
$200 million. 

A spokesman for the group 
said that a plan will soon be 
worked out to implement the 
project. 

In addition, representatives of 
the three pan-Arab investment 
and financial institutions will be 
present at the meeting, the 
spokesman said. 

He said that the project was 
expected to play a leading invest¬ 
ment role in saving vast sums that 
used to go to a few number of 
world turns that leased aircraft. 

Capital of one billion dollars 


has been proposed for rhe com¬ 
pany which would buy more than 
200 aircraft over the next 10 years 
and lease them back to Arab 
airlines. 

In a statement at a press con¬ 
ference last month RJ Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer Ali 
Ghandour called for coordination 
and integration among Arab air¬ 
lines in the East Mediterranean 
region, in order to counter the 
prospective challenge of Europe’s 
integrated carriers in 1992. 

“The 1992 wind of change is 
already blowing and it is very 
challenging for the Arabs. Com¬ 
petition is tough,” Ghandour said 
on the occasion of RJ’s 25th 
anniversary. 

Ghandour in fact echoed his 
own call on Arab airlines made 
back in April 1988 when he advo¬ 
cated tbe formation of a united 
Arab airline that can cater to the 
needs of all Arab countries' air 
transportation needs, and at the 


same time deal with a real chal¬ 
lenge represented in the merger 
of American and European air¬ 
lines. 

Ghandour told a similar 
AACO meeting then that Arab 
airlines have started adopting a 
unified set of specifications, 
which is considered as a first step 
leading towards a more compre¬ 
hensive cooperation in air trans¬ 
port operations. 

Following up on last month's 
press conference, ir was later 
announced that contacts were 
underway between representa¬ 
tives of the national air carriers of 
Jordan, Iraq. Egypt and Kuwait 
to form an Arab federation for air 
transport. 

Director of the Iraqi Airways 
Noureddin Safi Hammad said 
that representatives of the three 
airlines will meet later in January 
in Baghdad to discuss the prop¬ 
osed federation for which the 
four airlines will serve as a nuc¬ 
leus. 

Once established, flights be¬ 
tween the contracting countries 
will be considered as internal 
flights and as such, the flight rates 
will be lower than current flight 
rates. 


Abu Qoura cables support for 
Paris conference objectives 


AMMAN (J.T.) — President of 
the Jordan National Red Cres¬ 
cent Society (JNRCS) Ahmad 
Abu Qoura Monday sent a cable 
to the chairman of the Paris 
international conference on che¬ 
mical weapons expressing sup¬ 
port for its objectives and hopes 
for its success. 

Abu Qoura who is also presi¬ 
dent of the standing commission 
of the Red Cross and Red Cres¬ 


cent Societies under the umbrella 
of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), said 
that the commission hopes that 
die conferees will adopt resolu¬ 
tions leading to the imposition of 
a total ban on the production and 
use of chemical weapons. 

Jordan is represented at the 
Paris conference by Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem who 


said that chemical weapons 
threatened the Arab World. 

Qasem said in a statement be¬ 
fore he left Amman for the meet¬ 
ing in Paris, that the best way to j 
stop the spread of chemical 
weapons in the Middle East was 
to pursue efforts for a peaceful 
settlement of tbe Arab-Israeli 
conflict and to turn the ceasefire 
in the Iran-Iraq war into a lasting 
peace. 


Second Arab strategic conference 
discusses papers by Jordanian experts 


secretary general and senior 
ministry officials to discuss the 
application of a conned of minisr 
ters resolution on allowing far¬ 
mers in die Azraq region to be¬ 
nefit from water resources to 
irrigate state owned land which is 
being exploited by the local far¬ 
mers. 

The minister and the officials 
reviewed studies made on under¬ 
ground water resources in Disi, 
Sarhan and Hammad Basin — all 
in the semi desert regions of 
Jordan — and projects that will 
be carried out there with assist¬ 
ance from tbe British Ministry for 
Overseas Development. 

The projects entail drilling 
wells of up to 25 metres deep to 
exploit the underground waters. 


CAIRO (Petra, J.T.) — Working 
papers by Jordanian specialists 
were reviewed by delegates to the 
second Arab Strategic conference 
here Monday. 

One of the papers presented by 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
President Jawad AJ Anani dealt 
with electronic industry in 
Jordan. 

The paper, read out on Anani’s 
behalf by Dr. Adnan Badran, 
secretary general of the Higher 
Council for Science and Technol¬ 
ogy, referred to the future chal¬ 
lenges for the Kingdom in the 
field of science. 

The paper said that electronic 
industries in Jordan are very li¬ 
mited at present centering on tbe 
manufacture of electric lifts, but 
currently training is continuing to 
acquire a generation of skilled 
technicians and scientists working 
in various industrial fields. 

Another paper was presented 


by Dr. Hussein Omar Touqan 
from the University of Jordan’s 
Strategic Studies Centre, dealing 
with the technological and educa¬ 
tional status in the Arab World 
and Israel. The paper also co¬ 
vered Arab war industries and 
military and defence expenditure. 

Dr. Fawn Gharaibeh, the uni¬ 
versity’s vice-president, pre¬ 
sented a working paper on the 
demographic dimension and its 
relation to the Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict. 

The paper called on the Arab 
World to work out a population 
strategy for the occupied Arab 
territories with a view to support¬ 
ing the steadfastness of the 
Palestinian people in their own 
homeland, and aborting Zionist 
plans to evacuate Palestine from 
its indigenous population. 

The paper also covered Israel's 
strategy of evicting Arab inhabi¬ 
tants and its on-going repressive 


COURSE FOR CUSTOMS OFFICIALS: New employees at the 
Customs Department in Amman Monday began attending a two- 
week training courses on tbe customs' administrative affairs and laws. 
.(Petra) 


Italian envoy visits 
Salt handicraft centre 


measures against the Arab 
population and its establishment 
of Jewish settlements, as well as 
expansionist policies in the Arab 
areas. 

Israel, tbe paper said, is trying 
to make the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip a permanent 
market for its own industrial pro¬ 
ducts. The paper also dealt with 
the on-going uprising and its 
objectives. 

University of Jordan President 
Abdul Salam Al Majali, who is 
attending the conference, said in 
a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that studies being 
reviewed at the meetings cover 
the Arab World’s military, educa¬ 
tional, economic, demographic 
and social conditions. 

The first strategic conference, 
which was held in Amman last 
year, dealt with tbe Arab Order 
and the future challenges, Majali 
said. He voiced hope that tbe 
present conference will come up 
with recommendations and re¬ 
solutions to help promote condi¬ 
tions in the Arab World. 



Department of Meteorology Director Ali Abanda 
Monday briefs Minister of Transport and Telecom¬ 


munications Khaled Al Haj Hassan on the opera¬ 
tions of his department (Petra photo) 


Haj Hassan inspects operations 
at meteorological department 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunica¬ 
tions Khaled Al Haj Hassan 
Monday called at the Department 
of Meteorology and was briefed 
on its operations by its director 
Ali Abanda. 

Tbe minister said that accurate 
information about the weather 
conditions was of paramount im¬ 
portance for citizens, farmers and 
organisations. 

The minister was briefed by 
Abanda on tbe work of the 
National Meteorological Centre 
which will commence operations 
shortly, providing weather fore¬ 
casts six days in advance. 

Last month, the department 
announced the completion of a 


building that would serve as a from the World Meteorological 
national centre, complete with Organisation (WMO). 
electronic devices which have The WMO has also provided 
already been installed and routed the centre with a radar system 
to specialised weather channels which can discover storms und 
that are linked to satellites. clouds in any part of Jordan 
Abanda said that the centre working within a 200-kilometre 
cost nearly JD 500,000 of which radius, and will send specialists to 
nearly JD 200,000 came in the supervise the operations and train 
form of equipment and machines local staff. 


Jordanian-W. German society 
marks 25th anniversary 

HANOVER (J-T.) — The West has been spearheading efforts to 
German-Jordanian Friendship bolster bilateral relations, helping 
Society held a ceremony here people from both countries to 
recently to mark the society’s understand and know about the 


Jordan, Oman agree 
to boost cooperation 


25th anniversary. 


achievements of borh nations in 


SALT (J.T.) — Italy’s ambassa¬ 
dor to Jordan Francesco De Cur- 
ten Monday visited a handicraft 
centre in Salt which was estab¬ 
lished by the Salt Development 
Corporation in cooperation with 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) and financed by the Ita¬ 
lian government. 

The ambassador was briefed on 
the centre’s three-year training 
courses for students and in¬ 
spected its various sections. 

The centre, is tbe first of its 
kind in the Kingdom and is de¬ 
signed to help promote tradition¬ 


al handicrafts, encourage domes¬ 
tic tourism and find employment 
for local craftsmen. 

Italy has provided JD 600,000 
worth of equipment as a gift for 
the centre which adjoins the Salt 
Development Corporation. 

The centre provides training to 
local women in weaving, ceramics 
and other traditional crafts and 
will also help market the pro¬ 
ducts. 

The centre which was recently 
opened is providing training to 15 
instructors who will later offer 
training to students. 


Suspected killer at 
Wihdat wedding arrested 


MUSCAT (Petra) — Jordan and 
Oman have agreed on a number 
of measures designed to boost 
tbeir trade and step Qp their 
cooperation in economic fields. 

Agreement was reached at a 
meeting by the joint Jordaoian- 
Omani Economic Committee 
chaired by Minister of Industiy 
and Trade* Hamdi Tabbaa and his 
Omani counterpart Salem Ghaza- 
li. The two ministers signed mi¬ 
nutes of the meeting which tack¬ 
led trade and economic coopera¬ 
tion, industrial projects and 
mutual cooperation in vocational 
training. 

According to the minutes the 


The fair will be held towards the 
end of 1990. 

In tbe industrial field tbe Oma¬ 
ni side agreed to prepare the 
ground to set up a joint Jorda- 
oian-Omani Investment Com¬ 
pany with the participation of 
private sectors in the two coun¬ 
tries with an initial capital of $30 
million, of which 25 per cent will 
be paid up in full. 

The committee also agreed that 
Jordan will work out a statute for 
such company which will be pre¬ 
sented to the Omani government 
before the end of the coming 
month. 

The projected company, they 


Jordan’s ambassador to West cultural,economic and industrial 
Germany, Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf, fields. 

and a large number of prominent The society has over the past 
Arab and German figures quarter centuiy organised semi- 
attended the ceremony during nais and festivals to highlight 
which several speeches were deli- cultural and economic achieve- 
vered praising the bilateral rela- ments in both countries and 
tions and cooperation. organised visits by officials and 

The society, which was estab- public figures to Jordan and West 
fished towards the end of 1963, Germany. 


two sides agreed to pursue efforts said, will be entrusted with estab- 
to promote trade exchanges be- lishing warehouses to store fish in 


AMMAN (J.T.)—The killer of a 
21 -year-old man, who was attend¬ 
ing a wedding celebration on Jan. 
5 at Ai Wihdat district in Am¬ 
man, has been apprehended by 
the police, according to a report 
in tbe local press Monday. 

Tbe killer identified only as 
H.R. SS fired bis automatic rifle 
during the wedding from a point 
outside the house where the wed¬ 
ding was taking place with tbe 
intention of killing the 
bridegroom, but the bullets mis¬ 
sed and hit lyad Khaled Badawi, 
an innocent guest who was lolled 
on tbe spot, according to the 
report quoting Public Security 
Department (PSD) officials. 

The report said that the kflJer 


aided by his own brother had 
planned to kfll the bridegroom 
who they claimed had been re¬ 
sponsible for the manslaughter of 
their own third brother last June. 
The two men responsible for the 
killing of lyad were seized follow¬ 
ing strict and relentless investiga¬ 
tions - and enquiries, and they 
admitted to committing the 
crime, the report said. 

The PSD officials said that the 
gun has been confiscated and the 
two men are being referred to 
court for trial. 

lyad Badawi, was described as 
a student in the Jordan Nursing 
School who was invited as a guest 
at the wedding ceremony when 
he was shot. 


tween them and to encourage the 
private sectors in Oman to take 
charge of marketing Jordanian 
products through the Jordan 
Agricultural Marketing and Pro¬ 
cessing Company (JAMPCO) 
and its Omani counterpart. 


Aqaba to serve later as a regional 
centre for providing the needs of 
Jordan and some Arab countries 
with their need of fish. They also 
agreed to set up a fish canning 
industry in Oman. 

Jordan's side at the meeting 


To increase tbe volume of welcomed Omani investments in 


trade between Oman and Jordan Jordan’s industrial projects and 
the two sides agreed to exchange tbe Amman Chamber of Industry 
lists of goods for export to each voiced its readiness to brief Oma- 
other before agreement can be ni investors on existing projects, 
reached on them. They also Tbe Jordanian side agreed to 
agreed to study the prospect of supply Oman with specialists in 


reducing customs duty on the 
national products of either coun- 


public administration and 
marketing in industry and said 


try upon entering tbe markets of that Jordan will be willing to 
the other. organise training for Omani per- 

Tbe minutes said that the Oma- sonnel in Amman in tourism gui- 
oi side has agreed to allow Jordan dance. 

. «_-_I ■_I_A * I rn__L.1J sL.__ 


to organise its third industrial fair 
in Muscat for the sake of promot¬ 
ing the sale of national products. 


They agreed to hold the com¬ 
mittee’s next meeting in Amman 
in January 1990. 



MINES CO LTD 


INVITATION TO TENDER 
No. IF/89 

JMPC announces the invitation to tender 
No. (IF/89) for the supply of laboratory 
general apparatus, and laboratory che¬ 
micals for Eshidiya phosphate mines. 
The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman supply depart¬ 
ment until 2.30 p.m. local time Wednes¬ 
day 1.2.1989. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a nonrefund- 
able fee of JD (30) for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
12.00 hours local time Wednesday 8th. 
February 1989. 

WASEF AZAR 

Managing Director 
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Three cheers 
®r the pioneer 


BY DECLARING before the on-going Paris conference on 
chemical weapons that it has decided to scrap all its 
chemical weapons, the Soviet Union has earned Tor itself the 
envious status of being among the strongest supporters of 
real disarmament. Moscow has thus set new standards in 
disarmament and established fresh precedents for the 
elimination of mass destructive weapons. President Mikhail 
Gorbachev hands can be seen and felt in this historic 
decision in the aimak of disarmament. In the final analysis 
the Soviet leader is becoming a true Messing to humanity 
and a breath or fresh air in international relations. By any 
standards. President Gorbachev deserves the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1989. 

Now it is up to the other countries of the world, which 
manufacture, possess and intend to use chemical weapons, 
to respond to the herculian Soviet challenge in a way that 
leaves no doubt that their participation at the Paris 
conference on the control and elimination of the threat of 
poison gases is more than ceremonial and political gambit. 
The Soviets in effect are calling the bluff of all the other 
nations of the world which profess pious concern about 
Libya's alleged manufacture of chemical weapons while they 
keep on hoarding their poison gases for possible use against 
their adversaries. Accordingly, unless the international 
community stands up to the Soviet challenge and accepts to 
reciprocate by surgically removing existing loopholes in the 
1925 Geneva protocol against the first use of chemical 
weapons by outlawing ttae possession and production of 
chemical weapons as well, the quest for banning chemical 
weapons wonld be undermined. 

Meanwhile, humanity can sigh with relief that a super¬ 
power has broken the cycle of circumventing the intent, and 
purposes of the 1925 Geneva protocol. From the bottom of 
our hearts, we solemnly say: Three cheers to the Soviet 
Union for the giant leap forward that it has taken along the 
path of actual elimination of mass destruction systems of 
weapons. 


PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i newspaper Monday discussed the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations which it said are based on mutual 
confidence and bolstered by the latest talks held in 
Amman. The Palestine question indeed remains an issue 
for all Jordanians and it was quite natural that the King's 
talks with PLO leader Yasser Arafat should be successful 
and fruitful, the paper noted. It said that the Jordanian 
leadership is quite aware of the dangers inherent in the 
Zionist conspiracies in Palestine and Israel’s expansionist 
plans in the Arab region as a whole and for this leadership 
the problems of Palestine and Jerusalem have become 
central issues and the axis of Jordan’s political stance. The 
paper said that the hoisting of the Palestinian flag over the 
Palestine embassy in Amman came as a crowning of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian fruitful march and close and progres¬ 
sive cooperation. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily also comments on the very 
strong relations between the Palestinian and Jordanian 
leadership which he says are bound to further bolster ties 
between the united people. Mahmoud Al Rimawi says that 
it is true that the two sides had had their differences in the 
past but that was quite natural for any mutual relationship 
between two sides vying to offer the best services for their 
people. Even within the same community one can feel 
differences of views and disputes over a variety of topics 
relevant to national interest, the writer points out. He says 
that the crowning of the mutual endeavours with total 
agreement as emerged at the conclusion of the Amman 
meetings is a source of pride and delight for friends and can 
only be a source of anger for common enemies. The twin 
people of Jordan and Palestine, the writer adds, stand dose 
together in one trench confronting all challenges and there 
is no doubt that Jordan will continue to serve as the 
strategic depth for Palestinians in their long march for 
freedom. 

A! Dustour daily tackled the same topic describing the 
King-Arafat talks in Amman as representing a symbol of 
unity between the peoples of Palestine and Jordan, guided 
by the common national interest. The paper said that the 
decision to establish a Palestinian embassy in Amman was 
another step by Jordan to show sincere support for the 
PLO and its efforts to regain the rights of the Palestinian 
people and to enhance their identity. There is no doubt that 
the fast moving developments in the Palestine problem, 
especially the escalation in the uprising and the PLO’s 
recognition of the U.N. Security Council resolutions were 
instrumental in cementing the mutual and successful 
cooperation, the paper noted. It said that the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship now rests on very firm grounds, 
enhanced by mutual confidence and true solidarity. 

Saw! Al Shaab daily commented on PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's statements at the press conference Sunday in 
which he paid tribute to Jordan for its unwavering support 
for the Palestinian people in their struggle to regain their 
rights. Arafat was particularly supportive of Jordan’s 
derision last July to sever legal and administrative ties with 
the West Bank, a step that paved the way for the PLO to 
shoulder its responsibility at the international level. The 
paper described continued Jordanian backing for the PLO 
as the most essential reason behind the PLO's successes 
and one that show's a true meaning of solidarity among 
brothers. 



My main concern is 
the elimination of 
stone weapons before 
c hem ical weapons and 
don’t yon dare 
mention nuclear 
weapons 



ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Clarifications needed 

By Saiafa Abdul Samad 

JlJST before the latest government reshuffle, the Ministry, of 
AericultureTssued a statement recommending that frozen meat 
reolace thfr imported fresh meat. No one really knows why this 

£&men.by ihe Ministry of Agncubureand he 

Minis try of Supply which is concerned with this issue. Since the 
statement was published, numerous articles appeared in the local 
preS ^cising this plan and clearly pointing out problems it 

5Sld™teil at! calling for continued importation olbjsh meat ^ 
lone as the locally produced quantities are not sufficient for the 
market. After the publication of these articles the Ministry of 
Supply issued a vague statement indicating that it has not stopped 
Sniffing fresh meat but failed to refer to the.Ministry of 
Agriculture’s plan. It did not support that plan nor did it deny it. 
And thus the question remains unclarified for the consumers and 
it has become necessary for the Ministry of Supply to issue a clear 
cut statement about it and shed light on the present and future 
policies with regard to meat imports since it is the concerned 
ministry to do that. Moreover, the Ministry of Supply is called on 
to issue a clarification about the imported meat providing 
sufficient assurances about its suitability for consumption in the 
wake of Europe’s decision to stop importing American-produced 
meat that had been treated with hormones. The members of the 
public need to know from the ministry that any consignments of 
imported fresh meat will be coming from safe sources and that 
they will not be substituted with frozen meat and that the ministry 
will not allow American-produced meat frozert or otherwise to 
find its way to Jordanian markets now that doubts have been cast 
about its safety for public health. 


Sawt Ai Sbaab 


Soviet foreign aid shows new trends 


Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s reforms have 
led to a perception in the USSR and Eastern 
Europe of an interdependent world — a contrast 
with the previous view of a world divided into two 
systems. It was as a result of this change that the 
Eastern Bloc signed the final act of UNCTAD VZ7 
which explicitly mentions the necessity of enhanced 
resource flows from the Socialist countries. 


By Jurgen Bartsch 

PARIS — According to the 
Organisation of Economic Coop¬ 
eration and Development 
(OECD) estimates, Soviet aid 
has risen to almost double its 
share in world official develop¬ 
ment assistance (ODA) between 
1980 and 1986, from 5 per cent to 
9 per cent. 

With $4.2 billion of net ODA 
disbursements the USSR was the 
fourth largest donor in 1986. 
With the figure cited by the 
Soviet Union at UNCTAD VII in 
Geneva in July 1987 (15.1 billion 
roubles or $21.4 billion at the 
official exchange rate), the USSR 
would be the largest aid donor.. 

Faced with the rising cost of 
aid, declining economic and poli¬ 
tical returns and competing 
domestic demands for financial 
resources, the Soviet Union re¬ 
cently has pushed for the imple¬ 
mentation of reforms which had 
been initiated earlier years but 
had moved very slowly. 

More efficiency is now deman¬ 
ded explicitly, both in the Soviet 
aid administration and in the reci¬ 
pient countries, in particular in 
the three developing countries 
that are members of the Council 
for Mutual Economic Assistance 
(CMEA) — Cuba. Mongolia and 
Vietnam. 

That was the theme of a confer¬ 
ence of ministers and officials 
organised in Moscow in June 
1987 by the Central Committee of 
the Soviet Communist Party. 
While promising the continuation 
of economic support, the confer¬ 
ence placed considerable emph¬ 
asis on new forms of joint ven¬ 
tures and direct production and 
scientific links. Criticism was also 
expressed about the Soviet aid 
administration. 

During negotiations over the 
Soviet contribution to Cuba’s 
1986-90 five-year plan, the USSR 
insisted on giving priority to the 
completion of projects already 
under construction rather than 
undertaking new ones. It never¬ 
theless promised new credits 
worth 50 per cent more than 
those of the period of the pre¬ 
vious plan and granted a debt 
moratorium until 1990. 

The new commitment amounts 
to 2.5 billion roubles, or $3.5 
billion at the official exchange 
rate, which corresponds to an 
annual $70 per capita. While the 
USSR blames Cuba for slow and 
inefficient implementation of 
Soviet-supported projects, Cuban 


officials attribute many of the 
country's current economic prob¬ 
lems of the CMEA system of 
economic management and plan¬ 
ning. 

Mongolia was promised 50 per 
cent more in financial support for 
its 1986-90 five-year plan, i.e. 
over 3 billion roubles, which rep¬ 
resents some $440 per capita 
annually. Yet the USSR criticised 
Mongolia's poor economic per¬ 
formance and pressed for higher 
output and better quality of the 
goods produced at enterprises 
built with Soviet assistance, for 
better training of local managers 
and improved cooperation with 
Soviet experts. 

The USSR has also pressed 
Vietnam to use the massive flows 


of aid more efficiently and to 
improve its economic perform¬ 
ance. Nevertheless, in late 1986 
the USSR promised to double its 
contribution to the 1986-90 plan, 
to some 8 to 9 billion roubles 
(about $2.2 to $2.5 billion a year, 
equivalent to $27-530 per capita). 

Again, much emphasis was 
placed on speeding up USSR- 
aided projects, the importance of 
producing the largest possible re¬ 
turns and finding rapid solutions 
to the growing economic problems 
facing Vietnam. Joint enterprises 
and production-sharing arrange¬ 
ments, already favoured by the 
USSR and other CMEA donors 
during the previous five-year plan 
period, will be further extended. 

The geographic distribution of 
Soviet aid. which is determined 
by considerations of foreign poli¬ 
cy, the requirements of the Soviet 
economy and ideological affinity, 
has always been concentrated on 
Cuba, Mongolia and Vietnam. 
During the 1980s these three 
countries obtained some three 
quarters of USSR bilateral .net 
disbursements. 

Most remaining Soviet aid is 


directed towards countries which 
are politically and/or ideological¬ 
ly tied to the USSR: Afghanistan, 
Ethiopia. Kampuchea, North 
Korea, Laos, Mozambique, 
Nicaragua and South Yemen. 

Most of these countries were 
promised significantly higher 
financial support up to 1990. but 
particular emphasis was laid on 
mutual benefit and adequate eco¬ 
nomic returns. Furthermore to 
contain the growing cost of assist¬ 
ance to some of the other priority 
countries, the USSR encouraged 
Angola and Mozambique to turn 
increasingly to Western donors. 

Few resources were left for 
other countries, and aid to many 
traditional recipients, including 
Algeria. Iran and Turkey, de¬ 
clined significantly and in several 
instances became negative (when 
repayments exceeded new flows). 

The only major exception is 
India which continues to enjoy a 
privileged relationship, receiving 
large new frame-credits (general 
agreements to offer support op to . 
a given aSmount), both in iv85 
■and 1986. at particularly favour¬ 
able terms. Apart from aid for 


specific projects, cooperation 
between the two countries in¬ 
creasingly takes the form of joint 
enterprises, cooperation with 
third parties, and the subcon¬ 
tracting to India of parts of pro¬ 
jects in other countries which 
receive Soviet aid. 

Economic cooperation with 
Sub-Saharan Africa still appears 
to pose major problems for the 
USSR and the other CMEA 
countries. For example, the five 
Portuguese-speaking countries in 
Africa — Angola, Mozambique. 
Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau and 
Sao Tome and Principe — stated 
at a ministerial meeting in 1987 
that the Socialist countries did* 
not understand local realities and 
that the concept of economic 
cooperation between the two 
groups of countries had proved 
inadequate. 

Criticism has also been voiced 
in Nigeria about the political na¬ 
ture of aid from the Soviet Union 
and the importance of a change in 
the nature of its aid for Africa. In 
its aid relations'Witt sub-Saharan 
countries the Soviet Uhion is 
hampered by its inability to en- 
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gage in grass-root projects, a dif¬ 
ficulty at least partly related to the 
. absence of non-governmental aid 
organisations in the Soviet 
Union. 

In an effort to rationalise its 
administration of aid, the Soviet 
government undertook to reorga¬ 
nise the State Committee for 
Foreign Economic Relations 
(GKES) and the foreign trade 
organisations in charge of the 
implementation of the Soviet aid 
programme early in 1987. GKES 
was made responsible for the 
commissioning of Soviet-built en¬ 
terprises and for ensuring their 
efficient operation. 

In conjunction with a newly 
created State Foreign Economic 
Commission, the GKES had been 
invited to “submit to the council 
of ministers proposals to improve 
the organisation of building 
Soviet-assisted projects abroad." 
In January 1988 the GKES was 
merged with the Foreign Trade 
Ministry into a new Ministry of 
Foreign Economic Relations, a 
re-organisation expected to im¬ 
prove the Soviet aid administra¬ 
tion. 

The USSR is increasingly de¬ 
livering completed projects on a 
“turnkey" basis, for which it also 
assumes the initial , responsibility 
for their effective management. 
Soviet planning experts, aware 
that large state farms and irriga¬ 
tion projects do not always suit 
the requirements of the poorest 
developing countries, advised 
Ethiopia to strengthen the private 
sector and offer material incen¬ 
tives to private fanners. A similar 
move has been reported for 
Afghanistan and Guinea. 

In order to integrate economic 
relations with developing coun¬ 
tries more closely into the plan¬ 
ning process of the Soviet eco¬ 
nomy, increasing emphasis is 
being laid on the development of 
long-term programmes for bi¬ 
lateral cooperation in the econo¬ 
mic, scientific, technological and 
trade spheres. At present such 
long-term programmes have been 
concluded with 11 developing 
countries. 

Some new developments have 
occurred in multilateral fora, de¬ 
monstrating the USSR's desire to 
participate more closely in world 
trade and economic relations: in 
April 1987, for the fnst time, the 
Soviet Union sent an observer to 
the annual meeting of the Asian 
Development Bank, and . in July 
signed the agreement to the UN¬ 
CTAD Common Fund for Com¬ 
modities. in which it holds a 5.8 
per cent share.. 

It has, moreover, discharged 
some outstanding international 
debts — and has even applied to 
join the General Agreement on. 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT); In 
particular, the USSR is paying 
growing attention to United Na¬ 
tions institutions in which it aims 
at a higher profile — Academic 
File. 


Vietnamese pullout offer seen as Kampuchean breakthrough 


By Joseph De Rienzo 

Reuter 


BANGKOK — Foreign parties 
to the Kampuchean conflict 
appear dose to diplomatic settle¬ 
ment but the fight for who will 
rule the Indochinese state is still 
far from over, diplomats have 
said. 

Several envoys in Bangkok de¬ 
scribed as significant an offer by 
Hanoi to bring home Viet¬ 
namese forces by September as 
part of a settlement that would 
also end foreign support for 
Khmer Rouge-dominated guer¬ 
rillas. 

“I’m convinced Peking and 
Moscow and the other (outside) 
players have decided to settle, 
and in a few months could walk 
away and leave it to the Kam¬ 
pucheans to make peace or slug it 


out." said one Western diplomat. 

China funnels aid to Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas through Thai¬ 
land, where the guerrillas take 
sanctuary and recruit fighters 
from refugee camps. Western di¬ 
plomats say. 

Kampuchean and Vietnamese 
leaden announced their offer last 
Friday at 10th anniversary 
celebrations of the founding of 
the Kampuchean government af¬ 
ter a Vietnamese invasion. 

Ihe diplomats said the propos¬ 
al probably resulted from talks on 
Kampuchea between the Chinese 
and Soviet foreign ministers in 
Moscow in December. 

Both Peking and Moscow wel¬ 
comed the initiative. 

Moscow, which supports Viet¬ 


nam and Kampuchea, said it 
opened *‘the possibility of elimi¬ 
nating the sent of regional tension 
this very year... Such a chance 
must not be lost.” 

The Hanoi-Phnom Penh initia¬ 
tive calls for a pullout of Viet¬ 
namese troops by September, a 
ceasefire and an end to foreign 
military aid and sanctuary for the 
three-faction guerrilla alliance, 
all under international supervi¬ 
sion. 

Diplomats said the new 
momentum towards Kam¬ 
puchean peace could affect the 
chances of Prince Norodom Siha¬ 
nouk being included in any settle¬ 
ment. 

Sihanouk ruled under various 
titles for three decades until top¬ 
pled by a military coup in 1970 
and has been championed by 


Western and many Asian states 
as someone who could unite the 
warring factions. 

There was no indication Siha¬ 
nouk had any part in the latest 
initiative. He said last week the 
deadlock “could only be broken 
on the battlefield" and has called 
for the Phnom Penh govern¬ 
ment’s dissolution. 

Kampuchean Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said recently that a 
solution of the conflict's interna¬ 
tional aspects could go ahead 
without the guerrillas. He called 
on Indonesia to hold a peace 
conference of South East Asian 
nations as scheduled in February 
despite a guerrilla boycott threat. 

Diplomats said many hurdles 
stand in the way of international 
agreement but that they could be 
cleared. 

A key element would be talks 


between China and Vietnam, 
which Hanoi has been seeking. 
Peking recently made a big con¬ 
cession by offering to stop sup¬ 
plies to the Khmer Rouge if 
Hanoi set a withdrawal schedule: 

A Thai spokesman called the 
pullout proposal a positive de¬ 
velopment. Thai Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Siddhi Savetsila was due to. 
visit Hanoi Monday to discuss 
Kampuchea. 

Thai Prime Minister Charirhpj 
Choonhavan" said after taking, 
office in August he wanted to 
change Indochina from a battle¬ 
field to a marketplace; He has 
also invited Hun Sen to Thailand. : 

The United States, Singapore 
Malaysia and Thailand bavejms- 
taiued ihe weak non-Commtinist 
guerrilla factions of Sihanouk and 
Son Sana as a counter to Kaui-' 


puebean and Vietnamese soldiers j 
as wed as the Communist Khmer 
' Rouge. 

-Virtually ithe entire;'Khmer 
Rouge leadership under Pol Pot- 
fled Hanoi's 1 1978 invasion to 
sanctuary- on . the. Thai-Kam¬ 
puchean border. 

Diplomats expect the secreti ve 
movement, blamed by Western 
, governments fbr at leak one mil¬ 
lion deaths when it ruled from 
1975-78, to fight on with or with¬ 
out foreign, ato. - - - 
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Scene from Robert Wilson’s latest stage spectacle 

(Photo: INP/Gerhard Kass tier) 


‘The Forest”, based on motifs from the Epic of Gilgamesh. 


Theatre of pictures 


When one of Amer-. 
ican-bom Robert Wilson's plays 
was performed in Hamburg a 
good ten years ago, theatre peo¬ 
ple and audiences were utterly 
bewildered. What was happening 
~ on stage, plus the exhortation to 
leave the auditorium and come 
back later — since the audience 
wouldn't miss anything anyway 
— contradicted all visual habits 
and even the most extreme of 
theatrical experiences. Even the 
genre designation “opera" had a 
provocative quality. When all was 
said and done. "Einstein on the 
beach" defied any form of cate¬ 
gorisation. 

Be that as it may. Robert Wil¬ 
son’s production generated fas¬ 
cination. Theatre as a "pure 
■ form", unintentionally self-suffi¬ 
cient, was known at best on the 
German stage as "ballet blanc". 
Wilson, for his part, saw ideal 
opportunities in the Federal Re¬ 
public of Germany to stage his 
theatrical dreams. An increasing¬ 
ly intensive boiri developed and 
proved; .extremely.’fruitful - 

Robert Wilson was born in 
Texas in 1941. By profession he is 
an architect and designer — as 
well as a healer, painter, per¬ 
formance artist, author, stage 
director, actor and lots more; an 
artistic man of many talents who, 
with the utmost precision, forces 
elements esthetically together to 
form weightless, enigmatic pic¬ 
tures of magical beauty. But be 
doesn't only show them in his 
own plays. For some time now he 
has been subjecting the texts of 
other authors and even classical 
. opera to his pictorial imagination. 

Berlin’s "Schaubuhne"*; on „ 
Lehniner. Platz, was the' first 
theatre to engage him as a pro¬ 
ducer — which came as some¬ 
thing of a surprise to the theatre's 
Tegular audiences. Up to that 
time, the Schaubuhne had been 


regarded as a moral institution 
with sodo-crideal, indeed, poli¬ 
tical intentions ■— and its own 
scenic language. 

Wilson's biggest project "Civil 
wars" was to be performed all 
day as part of the cultural prog¬ 
ramme for. the 1984 Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles. Paris of 
the performance were to be 
shown in Amsterdam, Cologne, 
Rome and Tokyo. The project 
foiled to materialise, however, 
because of a lack of financial 
support. The German part, 
though, was triumphant success. 
There was a sort of message 
behind the magnificent pictures, 
a fear, of mao's self-destruction. 
The Cologne performance made 
Wilson the guru of the theatre in 
the Federal Republic of Ger¬ 
many. a much sought-after pro¬ 
ducer. 

Obviously Wilson had realised 
that his "L’art pour Part” esthe¬ 
tics. with no fixed purpose in 
nrind, had something optional ab- 
outfit, and Kesougbt association 
withUhe GDR dramatist Heiner 
Muller for "Civil wars". Finally, 
to everyone's astonishment, he 
even began to produce plays by 
this author: first “Hamletmas- 
chine" in New York and Ham¬ 
burg in 1986. then “Ouartett" in 
Stuttgart in 1987. It seemed as if 
he wanted to pot his work, in stays 
by cooperating with a representa¬ 
tive of the most extreme opposite 
position to his own concept of 
theatre. 

The fusion of two hermetic 
styles of theatre prompted a fear 
of an - intensification of the 
enigmatic. This why it was all the 
more surprising when the oppo¬ 
site happened. In "Hamletmas- 
chine", a radical concentration of 
the Shakespearean play and its 
reception in Germany, couched 
in bitter criticism of the develop¬ 


ment of "existing socialism in real 
terms", Wilson ritualised the 
course of events in his own move¬ 
ment-canon. He completely fore¬ 
goes telling a story and interpret¬ 
ing the text in just the same way 
as Heiner Muller would. Four¬ 
teen young men in casual or 
elegant dress take up highly styl¬ 
ised positions on the stage to a 
clicking sound, one after the 
other: they sit. stand or strike 
poses. When the last actor has 
taken his place, the scene is mod¬ 
ified: the stage turns 45 degrees. 

The same ceremony begins again, 
exactly the same. One involun¬ 
tarily compares it with Pina 
Bauschs's dance theatre in Wup¬ 
pertal. But Wilson keeps a keen 
eye on the tolerability of his ideas 
and the time taken by the scenes. 

Before patience becomes ex¬ 
hausted, he inserts the text. The 
latter is likewise deformed, 
broken up and intensified. The 
ritual of the actions determines 
the structure. When this is 
finished, the stage, revolves 45 
degrees once more. The sequence 
of movements starts anew whilst 
the’ text continues. Finally, the 
stage shows the same picture as at 
the beginning, and a white cur¬ 
tain screens them hermetically — 
like a fourth wall: the play and 
performance do not wish to sur¬ 
render themselves. It has the 
structure of a musical composi¬ 
tion, a variation movement, 
which suggestively draws one into 
its spell and even stops the need 
for "understanding" at verbal 
level. Wilson succeeds .in de¬ 
ciphering Muller's obsessive vi¬ 
sion by recoding it in his own 
visual language. Just as he 
apparently causes the play to 
rotate on its own axis, he shows it 
from all sides without robbing it 
of its secret. 

A year later, in Hamburg once 


more, Wilson, together with 
Tankred Dorst, produced a ver¬ 
sion of Parzival material in daz- 
zingly beautiful scenes, with also 
no speech. Finally, on Rolf 
Liebermano’s retirement from 
directorship of the Hamburg 
State Opera, Wilson produced a 
homage to Bessie Smith with jazz 
orchestra and symphonic music 
by Liebermann — as a mixture of 
dance theatre and musical revue. 

Then, m October in Berlin, 
Wilson produced his own play 
"The Forest”, based on the Epic 
of Gilgamesh. This lavishly pro¬ 
duced spectacle is going on exten¬ 
sive tour of the Lander after 
Berlin. Benjamin Heinrichs, cri¬ 
tic on the weekly "Die Zeit”. sees 
in it "something resembling a 
double portrait of Robert Wilson 
and Robert Wilson’s theatre. He 
is Gilgamesh: the boldest factory 
owner of contemporary theatre. 
His products are the most ven¬ 
turesome (and most expensive), 
his machines are the most mod¬ 
ern and the best, his buildings the 
highest, his- ruins the saddest. 
No-one has achieved anything so 
unbelievable, no-one has seen so 
many hopes dashed. 

But Wilson is also Enkidu: the 
naive little innocent, the dumb, 
awkward dreamer with a child’s 
building bricks. Wilson's theatre 
combines the state-of-the-art in 
theatre technology with the sim¬ 
plicity of age-old folktales; it dis¬ 
seminates the cold of outer space 
and the heat of the jungle simul¬ 
taneously. — (IN-Press). 

Werner Schnlze-Reimpell 


The art of Ali Omar Ermes 


The Libyan artist, Ali Omar Ermes, reflects the 
lyrical qualities of the Arab way of life in composi¬ 
tions evocative of the tensions of the modem age. 
It's a fusion of unusual energy. 


By Mary Patrick 
LONDON — The tensions and 
lyricism of an ordinary Arab way 
of life are reflected in the callig¬ 
raphic landscapes of the Libyan 
artist. Ali Omar Ermes. Amid 
hues of brown, fawn and ochre, 
the viewer is treated to subtle 
leaps of turquoise and lapislazuli 
blue, which seem to convey the 
essence of Islamic interiors. 

The intermingling of the 
browns and the blues is only a 
prelude, however, to the viewer’s 
experience, for in the foreground 
of most of Ermes’s multimedia 
presentations there are large, 
dramatic and well-hewn letters 
from the Arabic alphabet — 
chosen to denote different moods 
and meanings. 

The bold central letters are 
interlaced with poetic inscrip¬ 
tions, neatly controlled yet flow¬ 
ing. sometimes in stark contrast 
with the softness of the back¬ 
ground and sometimes blending 
in, with the round shapes and 
curves of the letters weaving into 
the patterns of the overall pic¬ 
ture. 

Ermes was bom in Libya in 
1945 to Arab parents. He studied 
in England, and the Western in¬ 
fluence can be seen in his abstract 
works of art. He has also worked 
as a photographer, which lends a 
certain discipline to his work. As 
a painter, however, he draws 
heavily on his imagination to cre¬ 
ate extraordinary images of cal¬ 
ligraphic landscapes. In his quest 
for creativity, he says, "the main 
object is the form of the letter 
itself.” Arabic calligraphy there¬ 
fore is central to his work. 

His latest exhibition, held at 


the Kufa Gallery in London, con¬ 
veyed that message. Ermes paints 
on large pieces of paper, using a 
wide range of paints and coloured 
inks and gold powders. His work, 
he says, stems from ancient tradi¬ 
tions of Arabic calligraphy, and 
uses many of the classic callig¬ 
raphic styles. 

Most of his pictures contain a 
central letter, which stands out of 
the background of the picture as a 
dramatic abstract form. The 
effect is often three-dimensional 
and visually stunning. The letters 
often appear to be detached from 
the background, suspended in 
space as a planet or star. In the 
smaller pictures, the writings 
seem more involved with the 
overall design, helping to form 
the pattern rather than contrast¬ 
ing with it. 

He uses gold to highlight or 
add substance to the central de¬ 
sign. The backgrounds are a 
blend of soft tones, with different 
shades of blues, pinks or greys, or 
all the shades of brown, from soft 
sand to warm tones of wood, or 
soft sage green and the colours of 
autumn, speckled with gold. The 
gold is used sparingly, however, 
to gently lighten the pastel tones 
of the background and giving a 
sense of unity to the picture. 

Other works of Ali Omar 
Ermes evoke warmth, exuded by 
soft shades of brown which are 
far from dull and in fort render 
each image attractive and pleas¬ 
ing. In one picture, the bold 
brushstrokes of the central design 
swirl round and curl with energy, 
as it appears to re-create itself, 
generating an aura of energy. 

In other paintings, the artist's 



Ali Omar Ermes 


use of the varying shades and 
backgrounds gives the impression 
that the central image is becom¬ 
ing detached, creating a tension, 
as though the forces of energy 
were struggling for control of the 
picture itself. 

This could be a reflection of the 
tensions in the artist himself, the 
interplay between his Arab North 
African roots, strong religious 
and literary background and love 
of calligraphy (traditionally an an 
related to the Koran) and his 
modem self, nurtured on Euro¬ 
pean abstract traditions and their 
vocabulary of colour, shape and 
design — not to mention his 
photographic skills. 

The calligraphic writing in Ali 
Omar's pictures has either liter¬ 
ary or spiritual significance. 
Looking at his pictures, we can 
see that. He says he thinks of his 
work not as painting, but as 
literature, ft's not surprising . 


then, to discover that his pictures 
are often bought for the poetry 
they contain. 

In his pictures he uses writings 
from Majallis Taleb, as in the 
pictures entitled The Letter 
Noon, The Letter Tah and The 
Letter Hah. Ali Omar quotes 
verses by Antar Bin Shadad. 
from the pre-Islamic period, 
which are beautiful poems about 
Art and War. In The Letter Toh. 
he uses writings by A1 Aqed A1 
Farid, on literary criticism. 

In The Letter Hah the writing 
is highlighted with gold and ting¬ 
ed with a bright red. adding 
strengh to the letters, which 
sweep across the canvas in fluid 
swirls, while the background is 
balanced by a subtle blend of 
different hues of brown, gold and 
blue. But for the calligraphic 
overlay the effect is evocative of 
contemporary works of modem 
art — Academic File. 



A calligraphic composition by Ali Omar Ermes. 


The occult — a serious business 


By Eric Talmadge 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Whether they come 
in the form of occult goods aimed 
at the teen-age market or as 
amulets sold at mainstream 
shrines and temples, lucky 
charms are a staple of Japanese 
life — and a profitable business. 

Each year tens of millions of 
Japanese adults' flock to Shinto 
} shrines and Buddhist temples to 
f buy charms thought to bring hick 
| or ward pff nearly any. kind of 
r calamity imaginable. 

( During the three-day New 
I Year’s holiday alone, priests at 
h the Tsurugaoka Hachiman shrine 
t in Kamakura, southwest of 
\ Tokyo, expect to sell 300,000 
[lucky arrows, according to 
L Atsushi. Takahashi, a shrine 
[spokesman. The arrow is be- 
r lieved to help its bearer take aim 
H.and get what he wants. 

F “The New Year's holidays are 
> our busiest season, and we expect 
\ nearly 2 million people to visit,” 
[Takahashi said. 

r, If all the lucky arrows are sold 
[ at S6 and 16 each, the Shinto 
k shrine will take in more than $2 
j. million. And arrows are just one 
i of nearly a dozen charms sold at 
fthe shrine. 

jr Money made from sales of 
[ amulets is considered a contribu- 
t tion, and the shrines and temples 
Cpay no tax on the income.' 

"Sales of charms are what keep 
g-many shrines in the black," said a 
t* priestess at another Kamakura 
^shrine.“But sometimes I wonder 
^whether people who boy the 
| amulets aren’t missing the real 
opoint, which is faith in the di- 
|vine,” sbe said, requesting 
panonymtty. 

£ Tourist maps are sold at the 
pCamakura train station, which 
fshow the location of .major tern- 
gptes and list-the divine favours 
^tch one often—including bust-. 


ness prosperity, improved 
eyesight and even the prevention 
of cancer. Most of the charms are 
colourful, pocket-sized pouches 
which contain a talisman or draw¬ 
ing of a deity. 

"'Hie popularity of amulets 
may be due to the abundance of 
money in Japan and people’s 
desire for material things," said 
S. Aoki, the business director of 
Kiyonrizu-Dera. a major Buddh¬ 
ist temple in Kyoto, Japan’s 
ancient capital. 

"But we don’t consider that as 
necessarily bad,” he said. “The 
point is that if they didn't have 
any faith at aQ, they wouldn't 
come here in the first place." 

Kazushi Sano of the Associa¬ 
tion of Shinto Shrines, which 
supervises 80,000 shrines in 
Japan, said there are no written 
rules regarding amulets. But he 
said his organisation discourages 
their sale in department stores or 
other commercial outlets. 

"That would be rude to the 
gods," Sano said. 

"It's hard to judge whether the 
amulets are effective,” he said, "be¬ 
cause they involve divine powers 
that people can't always under¬ 
stand.” 

Weddings and ftmerals 

Hie charms can be traced back 
for centuries, holding an integral 
part in Japanese religious faith. 

Most Japanese at times 
worship in both Shinto and 
Buddhist settings; often holding 
weddings at Shinto Shrines and 
funerals at Buddhist temples. 
Having charms from both faiths 
at one’s home is common. 

But a recent increase in sales of 
occult amulets to junior and 
senior high school girls has raised 
eyebrows in the mass media; 

. "We’ve been flooded by repor¬ 
ters in the'past year,” said Kazuo 
Arai,. an employee of Tokyo’s 


“Little Witch House.” 

Though not affiliated with 
either the Buddhist or Shinto 
faith, the shop draws a steady 
flow of schoolgirls with nearly 200 
kinds of charms supposed to im¬ 
prove one’s popularity or love 
life. 

The “little Witch House” it¬ 
self is small, but is nm by a 
company which publishes “My 
Birthday,” a monthly teen maga¬ 
zine with a circulation of rough¬ 
ly 400.000 nationwide. Much of 
the magazine is devoted to ex¬ 
planations of fortune-telling, 
charms and incantations, Arai 
said. 

“The giris come here seeking 
help with problems they face in 
their day-to-day lives,” he said. 
“They’re young, inexperienced 
and look to the charms to help 
them in situations they don’t 
know how to handle.” 

"What the girls are doing is 
basically the same as what adults 
do when they buy charms at 
shrines," Arai said, adding that 
they may be imitating their pa¬ 
rents, who can often be found at 
shrines during the examination 
season buying amulets said to 
help students pass. 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman neat 
Ahti^yah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:1X1-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takeaway available 

Open daifv 12:00-15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bndge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

k 6:30- Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


TeJ.-65951-9 659520 




PEOPLE WHO WEEP 

CLEANING 
A SERVICES' 

CALL US! 

SI 



Electrolux 




P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 




For ali your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please caD: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


DIRTY DANCING 


Performances 3:30. *c00.8:30. IOJ0 



Cinema 


MUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


THE OPPONENT 


Performances 3:30.6:15.8:30.10:30 



Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


Faten Hamameh 
in 

Bitter Day.., Sweet DAy 
(Arabic) 

V Performances 3:30.6:1m. 8:30.10:30 



11 






























.'-V V 1l£ *!■■ ■■> * > ■ 


Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY JANUARY 10,1989 


Reaiian proposes $1.15 trillion 1990 budget \ Dollar rally continues * 

E E I . .n< «• _ _L.-t If-wi for nearly three 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan Monday 
proposed a $1.15 trillion fiscal 1990 budget for the 
United States that would increase spending for 
defence and some domestic programmes while re¬ 
ducing the deficit without raising taxes. 


The proposal provides for gov¬ 
ernment revenues of SI.06 trillion 
which would bring the deficit to 
$92.5 billion. That compares with 
a deficit of SI61.6 billion during 
the current fiscal year which ends 
Sept. 30 and a $100 billion deficit 
limit for fiscal 1990 set by law. 

Reagan si.omitted his budget 
plan just 11 days before he hands 
the reins of power over to Presi¬ 
dent-elect Bush. Reagan's budget 
plan already has been dismissed 
by congressional Democrats who 
said they want to see Bush's 
proposals. 

Bush has said he will not prop¬ 
ose dramatic changes to Reagan’s 
budget after he takes the oath of 
office Jan. 20 but will modify it 
with his own priorities. 

Bush pledged throughout his 
presidential campaign to cut the 
huge U.S. federal budget deficit 
without raising taxes but even 
some of his Republican backers 
have expressed doubts that he 
can do it. 

The Reagan plan in many ways 
reflects the priorities outlined by 
Bush in his campaign. The budget 
plan leaves social security un¬ 
touched and provides for in¬ 
creases in AIDS research and 
prevention and drug enforcement 
and reduces the deficit without 
new taxes. 

in a radio interview Monday. 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said that Bush's 


nominee for Office of Manage¬ 
ment and Budget Director 
Richard Damian was consulted 
during the drafting of the budget 
plan and Bush's team made no 
changes. 

Bush also promised to increase 
spending for education program¬ 
mes. The Reagan budget plan 
provides for a $200 million in¬ 
crease in education spending, but 
would do away with 25 Depart¬ 
ment of Education programmes.' 
The Reagan budget proposes eli¬ 
minating a total of 80 federal 
programmes. 

The Reagan plan provides for 
an increase in defence spending 
of two per cent above the infla¬ 
tion rate. Reagan proposed a 
total $315.2 billion defence 
budget, which includes current 
year spending and obligations for 
future spending. Congress 
approved a $298.8 billion defence 
budget in the current fiscal 1989 
year. 

The Reagan budget assumes 
that the current economic expan¬ 
sion. now in its 74th month, will 
continue. The budget assumes 
that the gross national product 
(GNP). the total of goods and 
services produced in the United 
States, will grow by 3.5 per cent 
from the fourth quarter of 1988 
to the fourth quarter of 1989 and 
by 3.4 per cent from the fourth 
quarter of 1989 to the end of 
1990. 


Inflation, as measured by the 
consumer price index, was fore¬ 
cast to rise by 3.6 per cent from 
the fourth quarter of 1988 to the 
end of 1989 and by 3.5 per cent 
from the fourth quarter of 1989 to 
the end of 1990. 

Reagan's deficit numbers rely 
in large part on continued econo¬ 
mic expansion. 

If the GNP is one percentage 
point lower in fiscal 1990, then 
government tax receipts would 
drop by $6.7 billion and spending 
would be $1.9 billion higher, the 
budget document said. 

If the lower growth continued, 
the deficit would be $83 billion 
higher than originally projected 
for 1994, the budget document 
said. 

If Congress enacts all of 
Reagan's budget proposals, an 
outcome that is highly unlikely, 
the federal budget would enjoy a 


52.4 billion surplus in fiscal 1993, 
the document said. 

Reagan proposed an 18 per 
cent reduction in agriculture 
spending, a proposal that already 
has been criticised by farm 
groups. 

The outgoing president also 
proposed spending $64 billion 
through 1994 for bailing out fail¬ 
ing savings and loan institutions. 
That includes $16 billion for the 
Federal Savings and Loan Insur¬ 
ance Carp (FSLIC) in the current 
fiscal 1989 and $9 billion in fiscal 
1990, the budget document said- 

The president, in his message 
to Congress, said the secretary of 
treasury will soon submit a de¬ 
tailed plan on the savings and 
loan bailout to Bush. 

The budget also provides for 
$18 billion to be spent for nuclear 
weapons facilities cleanup and 
modernisation through 1994. 


The president also said addi¬ 
tional money was needed for in¬ 
ternational affairs to promote 
U.S. foreign policy and national 
security interests particularly in 
the Middle East and Central 
America. 

The budget also proposes a 
special programme to foster 
strong economic growth in the 
Philippines. 

The Reagan plan also includes 
$6.1 billion from sales of govern¬ 
ment loans and other assets. The 
Gramm-Rudman-HoILings deficit 
reduction law does not allow 
these assets sales to be counted 
toward meeting the deficit reduc¬ 
tion target of $100 billion. Ex¬ 
cluding the proposed assets sales 
the fiscal 1990 deficit would be 
$98.6 billion. 

Reagan said that as part of his 
efforts to return government en¬ 
terprises to private hands he is 


proposing the sale of the Naval 
Petroleum Reserves, the Alaska 
Power Administration and the 
Southeastern Power Administra¬ 
tion. 

Reagan also included in his 
fiscal 1990 budget plan changes to 
the budget process some of which 
already have been rejected by 
Congress. 

Those include an amendment 
to the constitution that would 
require a balanced federal budget 
and a law that would give the 
president the power to reject 
individula items in appropriations 
bills. 

He also asked tbat Congress 
adopt a biennial budget process, 
an idea that is gaining some sup¬ 
port in Congress. Currently, the 
administration proposes and 
Congress enacts spending bills for 
the various government program¬ 
mes each year. 


U.N. chief eyes arms tax to fund peace-keepers 


OSLO (R) — U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez De Cuellar 
suggested Monday that peace¬ 
keeping forces could be funded 
Through a levy on the internation¬ 
al arms trade. 

In a lecture in Oslo marking 
the award of last year's Nobel 
Peace Prize to the U.N. peace¬ 
keepers, Perez de Cuellar criti¬ 
cised countries that had not kept 
up payments to the organisation. 

"The present uncertain situa¬ 
tion about financing is deplor¬ 
able... if governments decide that 


the financial burden is too heavy 
for them to bear alone, other 
means of financing may have to 
be considered," he said. 

“In some cases, those who be¬ 
nefit financially from the results 
of a peace-making and peace¬ 
keeping operation might be asked 
to share in the costs," he told 
several hundred dignitaries 
gathered in the great hall of Oslo 
University. 

"A more far-reaching idea has 
been floated, embracing the con¬ 
cept of using some of the profits 


of war to pay for peace through 
an appropriate international levy 
on all overseas arms sales,” he 
said. 

"As long as... the arms trade 
continues, we would at least be 
robbing war to pay for peace," he 
noted. 

Perez de Cuellar said it was 
ironic that $1.5 billion, expected 
to be the cost of peace-keeping 
operations this year, was almost 
exactiy one per cent of what he 
said was the value of the world's 
official arms export in 1987 — 


$164 billion. 

Earlier, he told a news confer¬ 
ence that the United States was 
the chief offender in failing to 
keep up with payments to the 
United Nations. The Soviet Un¬ 
ion also owed substantial sums, 
he said, but had agreed on a 
timetable for payment. 

Peacekeeping arrears are esti¬ 
mated at more than $350 million. 
More than 10,000 troops from 35 
countries serve with peace-keep¬ 
ing forces, many of them based in 
the Middle East. 


OPEC and non-OPEC 
members to meet soon 


Qatar awards $400m loan pact for big gas project 


CAIRO (AP) — Members and 
non-members of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries (OPEC) will meet at the 
expert level Jan. 26 in London to 
discuss ways of cooperating to 
stabilise the world oil market, 
OPEC's secretary-general said 
Monday. 

Indonesia's Dr. Subroto also 
said that OPEC had no confirma¬ 
tion of published reports that the 
United Arab Emirates was ex¬ 
ceeding its production quota, 
agreed upon at an OPEC meeting 
last November. 

Subroto spoke to reporters af¬ 
ter meeting with Oil Minister 
Abdul Hadi Kandii. 

The Indonesian minister, who 
arrived in Cairo Sunday night, is 
touring non-OPEC oil-producing 
countries, and already has visited 
Colombia and Mexico. He is to 
depart Wednesday for Oman. 

“I am also here to discuss the 
situation in the oil market and 
what OPEC and non-OPEC (na- 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


tions) can do together." Subroto 
said of his talks with Kandii. “We 
are confident, both of us, that 
cooperation of OPEC and non- 
OPEC producers will have a posi¬ 
tive effect on the market and it is 
our intention to do something 
concrete on this respect." 

Subroto and Kandii said that 
non-OPEC oil-producing coun¬ 
tries will hold a meeting of their 
own in London Jan. 25 at Oman’s 
request. Then, experts from 
OPEC and non-OPEC countries 
would meet Jan. 26 to prepare 


BAHRAIN tR) — Qatar has 
awarded the mandate for a $400 
million loan to fond development 
of its vast North Field gas reser¬ 
voir to a group of nine banks, the 
Bahrain-based Gulf International 
Bank (GIB) said Monday. 

The bank said in a statement 
GIB. the Dahran-based Arab 
Petroleum Investment Corpora¬ 
tion (APICORP) and the 
Kuwait-based Gulf Investment 
Corporation (GIC) were included 
in the three-year loan facility for 
Qatar General Petroleum Coro. 


(QGPC). 

Banking sources said the loan, 
priced at 22.5 basis points above 
the London inter bank offered 
rate (LIBOR) was divided equal¬ 
ly at $44 million each among all 
the banks. 

The syndication would begin 
Jan. 11 and another participant, 
Britain's National Westminster 
Bank Plc„ would sell the deal on 
the market, the bankers said. 

QGPC is expected to sign the 
loan in March. 


Other banks included in the 
package are Japan's Bank of 
Tokyo Ltd, Mitsubishi Bank Li¬ 
mited, Chase Investment Bank 
Limited, Qatar National Bank 
and the Jeddah-based Riyad 
Bank. 

Work on then first stage of the 
project, which will tap a 350 
trillion cubic feet reservoir of gas 
lying beneath shallow Gulf waters 
50 miles off Qatar, began in 
mid-1987. 

OGPC officials sav 800 million 


Hungary announces price hikes on many products 


BUDAPEST (AP) — The 


the ground for a similar meeting Hungarian government Sunday 


at ministerial level later. 

"We discussed cooperation and 
what we shall do together to bring 
stability in the oil market," Sub¬ 


announced a series of sweeping 
price hikes the official trade un¬ 
ion leadership has warned may 
spawn strikes unless swift wage 


roto said. “Certainly one aspect social reforms are enacted. 


of that cooperation is how to 
influence supply, and OPEC has 
done its part already by the 


The price increases will cost 
every consumer an average 800 
forints. or $25 per month, a figure 


November agreement to reduce amounting to about ten per cent 
production and I think it is now of the average national per capita 
time that non-OPEC producers earnings per month, 
will also contribute.” As of Monday, dairy products 

Kandii however, ruled out any increased by 40 per cent, phar- 
further reduction of Egypt's pro- maceuticais 82 per cent, although 
duction. He said that since Octo- dru 8s f °r treating serious diseases 
her 1984, Egypt had reduced its Wll be decreased or become free, 
daily output to between 870,000 said state secretary Bela Szikszay, 
and 900.000 barrels in support of president of the National Price 
OPEC policies. Office. 


ENGLISH TEACHER WANTED 

Musi be American or English origin 
Good salary and benefits 
Experience needed 

Tel: 810027 between 8-1 p.m. 


He told the Vasaraapi Hirek 
Sunday newspaper that car prices 
are to increase by between 13 and 
38 per cent. 

A Hungarian government 
announcement quoted by the 
state news agency MTI later de¬ 
tailed more price rises. 

It said prices of beef increased 
by 30 per cent, while pork, poul¬ 
try and meat preparations will 
increase by 13-14 per cent. 

Lard, vegetable oil, margarine, 
flour and bakery products in¬ 
creased by 15-16 per cent. 

The presidium of the Central 
Council of Hungarian Trade Un¬ 
ions (SZOT) warned Friday that 
what will amount to four waves of 
price rises in the first half of this 
year could touch off strikes unless 
wage hikes and other social mea¬ 
sures are introduced. 

According to the trade union 
daily Nepszava. the SZOT lead¬ 
ership demanded that funds set 
free by cutting state subsidies 
should not only be used to reduce 
the budget deficit but to support 
those hardest hit. 

The International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank re¬ 
quire from debtor governments 
to slash price subsidies from the 
government budget as a condition 
for obtaining credits or debt res¬ 


cheduling arrangements. 

Hungary's foreign debt is said 
to total about $17 billion. Last 
year the Warsaw Pact country 
spent over $3 billion on servicing 
its debt, including $1 billion on 
interest repayment. 

Szikszay was reported as saying 
that food prices would go up by 
an average 16-17 per cent, with 
sugar prices moving up by an as 
yet unspecified margin. 

Road haulage charges also in¬ 


creased as of Jan. 9. 

As of Feb. 1, public transporta¬ 
tion costs are to rise by an aver¬ 
age 62 per cent, while in 
Budapest city transit soars' by 90 
per cent. 

In addition, as of March 1, 
household water and sewage fees 
are scheduled to increase by no 
less than 220-290 per cent, and 
they are the most controversial 
hikes judging by a protest pub¬ 
lished in advance of the govern¬ 
ment announcement. 


Top Grindlays official to visit Jordan 


AMMAN — Mr. Ray Barnes, 
regional director of the Middle 
East, will arrive in Amman Satur¬ 
day, Jan. 14, 1989, for a week- 
long business visit. 

During the visit, he will be 
discussing business and prospects 
for 1989 with Mr. Alan Cooper, 
the general manager and his team 


at Grindlays. 

Meetings are also planned with 
the minister of finance, the gov¬ 
ernor of the central bank, the 
deputy governor and Mr. Abdul 
Majeed Shoman. chairman and 
general manager of Arab Bank 
Ltd. 


THE SPANISH EXHIBITION 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

Morning meeting - 11 January 1989 
Amra Hotel - 10 a.m. 
Afternoon meeting - 18 January 1989 
Amra Hotel - 4 p.m. 
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has the pleasure to 
announce to Its clients 
that a new and wide 
collection of Spanish 
blankets 

(DaDierol 

single and double 
sizes, with different 
colours have arrived 
and are sold at 
reasonable prices that' 
suit ail. 




THE SPANISH EXHIBITION 

Amman Municipality new premises, Prince Mohammad Street 


FOR RENT IN JABAL WEIBDEH 

A spacious one bedroom apartment equipped with 
central heating and a private telephone. 

For further information please contact: 622033 


WANTED USED FURNITURE 

The Used Furniture Centre is willing to purchase top 
quality used fumiure. 

Pis call Tawfic Abyad, tel: 676387 (centre), 668497 
(home/at night) 


FOR RENT 

Furnished, semi-furnished, or unfurnished 

Studio consisting ol a bedroom, amenities, with garden, inde¬ 
pendent entrance and independent central heating, in a quiet 
area in Swefieh. Sen/ices are independent. 

For further details call 817960 from 9:00 ajm. -11:00 p.m. 


LONDON (R) — The dollar hit its highest level for nearly three 
months against the Deutschemark Monday as investors nsked central 
bank intervention and bought the American currency on hopes of 

higher U.S. interest rates. ’ . „_. 

Key European bourses firmed after Tokyo shares soared to-record 
highs despite the death of Emperor Hirohito Saturday. The yen was 
steady, contrary to expectations that it would fall along with Japanese 
stocks after the the emperor, who was 87 and had been bedridden 
since September, died. ...... ' 

Gold was fixed in London at a 2 x /i month low of $404.45 an ounce 
Monday. The flight from precious metals to dollars had started m the 
United States Friday. - . 

The dollar broke through 1.83 marks in Europe Monday morning, 
sharply higher than 1.8125 marks at the close Friday. Its highest levql 
against the yen was 126.75 compared with 126.60 at Friday s finish. 

The U.S. currency was fixed in Frankfurt at 1.8308 and the West 
German Bundesbank sold $49.2 million at the fixing. 

In Tokyo, Mitsubishi Bank Ltd said its new market-onented 
short-term prime rate would be set at 4.25 per cent from Jan. 23. The 
current prime is 3.375 per cent, but the rise was below market 
expectations, dealers said. 

A new year dollar rally was boosted Friday by better than expected 
U.S. employment data for December from' Washington. That 
indicated U.S. economic strength and left intact, the possibility of 
higher interest rates. 

Tensions between . Libya and the United States and a statement by 
Bundesbank Vice-President Helmut Scblesinger that he saw no signs 
of the doHar weakening also helped underpin the dollar. 

The Bundesbank and the U.S. Federal Reserve sold dollars Friday 
on the open market bur the central bank intervention failed to halt 
the U.S. currency’s New Year's rise. 

“The question is how concerned are they to stop the dollar?" asked 
Urs Bollinger of Swiss Bank Corporation, He noted market 
confusion over the Bundesbank's policy towards the dollar. 

Dealers were troubled by the apparent about-turn in Bundesbank 
policy signalled by Schlesinger Friday. 

Delors stresses necessity 
for European central bank 


cubic feet a day of natural gas will 
be produced for local use when 
the first phase is complete in 25 
months. 

Qatar has allocated funds from 
the sale of 40,000 barrels per day 
of its crude production for the 
project and has so far financed 
work with its own money. 

Under the projected second 
phase. Qatar hopes to sell gas to 
neighbouring Gulf states. It even¬ 
tually hopes to export gas to 
Japan and Europe. 


PARIS (R) — Jacques Delors, 
president of the European Com¬ 
mission. said Sunday that a West 
European central bank and 
monetary union were necessary 
but were a step beyond the Euro¬ 
pean Community’s (EC’s) aims of 
a single market by 1992. 

Delors, the chief architect and 
proponent of the Community's 
single market, also said monetary 
union would only be achieved if a 
common EC central banking sys¬ 
tem was autonomous from indi¬ 
vidual governments, like tbat of 
West Germany. 

Speaking in a French television 
interview conducted in Madrid, 
Delors said: “Economic and 
monetary union is more than the 
common economic and social re¬ 
gion seen for 1992. This is a 
reinforced cooperation. These 
are new institutions." 

But he added: “Reinforced 
monetary cooperation is neces¬ 
sary. The common currency and 
the central bank are a further 
stage. The political decision (for 
... . . *•—*!.*■ 


this) has not yet been taken.” 

Creation of a European central 
bank and wider use of the Com¬ 
munity's basket currency, the 
European Currency Unit (ECU), 
have been a subject of deep 
contention among the three 
largest EC nations. West Ger¬ 
many, France and Britain. 

Many economists saw it as .the 
number one stumbling block to 
1992, with Bonn most concerned 
to see guarantees of autonomy 
for a common central bank and 
London wary of losing political 
sovereignty. (i' 

Paris, whose Bank of France is 
subservient to the finance minis¬ 
try, has backed away from plans 
for providing the central bank 
with an autonomous statute and 
resisted German demands for 
autonomy for an EC central 
body. 

The commission is responsible 
for the day-to-day administration 
of Community business and the 
executive body which proposes 
all new EC legislation. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, Jan. 9, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 



Buy 

Sell 


. 


U.S. dollar 

481.0 

483.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

381.7 

3X2.6 

Round SieriiriK 

858.1 

862.4 

Duich guilder 

235.4 

236.6 

Ocuudiemark 

285.8 

267.1 

Swedish cro<yn 

77.4 

77.8 

Swiss franc 

311.9 

3135 

Italian Ora (for ItlQl 

36.2 

36.4 

French franc 

77.9 

78.3 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

126.8 

127.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7638/48 

I. 1960/70 

J. 8290/8300 
2.0650/60 
1.5595/5605 
38.33/36 
6.2350/2400 
1341/1342 
126.60/70 
6.2600/50 
6.6870/6920 
7.0590/0640 
403.30/403.80 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
ILS: dollars ’ 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

SIDNEY — Institutional trading dominated a share market 
buoyed by economic optimism overseas. The AH Ordinaries 
Index closed up 9.8 at 1,488.2. 

TOKYO — Prices soared to close at a record high in heavy 
trading, surprising investors who expected a downturn and 
self-restraint on the first business day since Emperor Hirohito's 
death Saturday. The Nikkei Index rose 468.85 to 30,678.39. 

HONG KONG — Mild profit-taking in the afternoon depressed 
prices slightly but the Hang Seng Index rose 25.62 to close at 
2.792.27, a post-crash high. 

SINGAPORE — Prices rose sharply across the board in active 
trading. The Straits Times Industrial Index rose 29.65 to 1,072.99. 
its highest level since Aug. 25. 

BOMBAY — Prices rebounded sharply to dose with big gains - 
after the exchange authorities halved purchase margins and raised p 
sales margins by a half. ... 

FRANKFURT — Shares closed just above their lows as profit- 
taking whittled away sharp gains at the start of the session. The - - 
Dax Index rose 6.57 to 1366.55. 

ZURICH — Prices closed slightly firmer across the board in 
moderate trading. The Swiss Index rose 2.5 to 964.9. 

PARIS — Shares mostly held or extended opening gams but a 
drop in luxury goods group LVMH helped keep the 50-share 
bourse indicator in a limned range. 

LONDON Sham, ware steady but off their highs in afternoon ■ 
bustness after profit-taking and a lacklustre early showing on Wall 
Street. The FTSE 100 at 1546 GMT* was 20.4 at 1.831.7. p 

NEW YORK —- Stocks showed a. small overall gam by-mid- 

Werc ataOS ‘ uoctaD S«f. The I& w* . 
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j? Swiss^'doubie 

k } Ql yip pic--, cbam p fcwM =Vre n i -■ 
p- Setaeider,'winner of an oApre- 
i- ? ^dented eight swx^essive^teclmic- - 
; ; Itf events in the. women’s World 

• *f^ Gap season so fi|r' regards siding - 

• asataobby and fights shy of her 
r - n - new superstar image. .'• -1 • 

■*. The 24-year-okl daughter of a 
; -■* shoemaker from Elm* a hamlet in 
"■ die mountains of Glares east of 
' .^Zurich, preserved her unbeaten- 
7 slalom and giant slalom record 
/* jSimday. when, she completed a 
rare treble by winning a slalom in 
“Mellait, Austria, 

--' Schneider had already . over¬ 
hauled the prestigious mark for a 
f. - ‘Winning sequence in technical 
I. . events set by former team-mate 
.'Erika Hess, winner of six slaloms 
i in a row in 1981, with her second 

* giant slalom win ■ in two days 
Saturday, 

Apart from four special and 
! four giant slaloms, she has also 

• ' won a combination this season for 
’ a total of nine wins, leaving only 

Austrian 'Annemarie Moser- 
' ProeU's record of 11 in 1973 to 
- aim at, .. 

. . The modest Schneider, who 
was almost forced to give up 

- skiing when her mother's death 

■ from cancer in 1980 left her in. 

charge of a young family, is 
, amazed at the stir her winning 
run has caused. 

- ■■ “1 train hard and I enjoy skiing 
and racing," she said. “Competi¬ 
tion is still fun for me.'it’s ^ 

5. hobby, not a job.” 

With a total of 22 victories, 
Schneider lies sixth in tbe ranks 

* of the all-time greats of women’s 
World Cup history. 

Hess, who retired in 1987 to get 

* parried, won 31 World Cup 
--’ events in her 10-year career and 

-- Mbser-ProeH, the Austrian su¬ 


perstar, whoretired in 1980 at the 
age of 27 after her Olympic dow¬ 
nhill triumph, won 62 events in 12 
-years on the circuit.- - 

Schneider has raced regularly 
in the World Cup since Decem¬ 
ber 1984 and celebrated her first 
win in only her fourth race. 

In-498? she grabbed her first 
gold medal in the work! cham¬ 
pionship giant slalom at Crans- 
Montana and iti 1988 she became 
skiing’s fifth double Olympic 
. champion when she clinched the 
slalom arid giant slalom titles in 
Calgary.' 

A serious crash in the Aspen 
downhill last March in which she 
tore- knee ligaments prevented 
her from winning her first overall 
title'last season. But this year she 
already has almost twice as many 
World Cup points as her nearest 
rival, Austrian Ulrike Maier. 

The world championships 
' opening in Vail, Colorado, at the 
end of this month could yield yet 
another record. 

“Vreneli,” as the Swiss call 
her, will be bidding for four titles, 
slalom, giant slalom, super-giant 
slalom and combined. No 
women's sltier has won more than 
three at the same championships. 

Schneider, whose favourite 
pastimes are listening to Swiss 
country music and long mountain 
hikes, is almost embarrassed by 
the image of her as a sports star in 
some Swiss newspapers. 

She feels she gets too much 
credit for her successes but train¬ 
er Jan Tischhauser is constantly 
impressed by her'dedication. 

“When she competes, she is 
not afraid of losing, she just tries 
her best to be as fast as possible. 
She accepts very well the fact that 
another racer can be faster than 
her,” be said. 



GOREN BRIDGE 
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BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
‘ Trtbuoa uedte Benteaa. me. 


DON'T FLOG A DEAD HORSE 


Both vulnerable.-South deals. 
NORTH 
' * A 2 
9 A Q 3 
0 J7S 

* K. 8 6 4 3. 

WEST * EAST 

* 8 7 4 * 5 

9" 16 8 < 5 9KJF94 

OK 10 92 08643 

* 10 5 4 QJ97 

SOUTH 

* KQJ 10 9 63 
’ 9 7 2 

.. .. $’4yQ - . . ‘ - 

* A2 


Tbe bidding: 
Soutli . "West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Piss 

4 <7 

Dbl 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 V 

Pass 

5 NT 

Pan 

6 6 

Pass 

6 # 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Five of 9 
.There is sometimes an excuse for 
taking the second-best line. (You 
could be following a hunch.) To do 
so when you have been told chat it is 
going to fail is the height of 
masochism. 

North-South conducted an intd- 
iigeni auction to reach a good slam. 
Once North could cue-bid beans. 
South used Blackwood and settled 
in a small when he learned 
two kings were musing. 


In response to his partner’s dou¬ 
ble of North’s heart cue-bid. West 

led his fourth-best card in the suit. 
Declarer inserted the queen, East 
won and continued Che suit to force 
out the ace. Now declarer had to 
hope that clubs were 3-3 and trumps 
2-2, or that East held tbe king of 
diamonds. Neither expectation ma¬ 
terialized, so declarer went down 
one trick. 

Even bad he not been warned that 
the king of hearts was offside, de¬ 
clarer. had & Jjeflfo ^ available. 
than a finesse. All be needed was a 
dub break no worse than 4-2. To 
utilize tbe club suit, declarer needed 
two entries to dummy. To preserve 
the ace of hearts as an.entry, declar¬ 
er should play low from dummy to 
the first trick! 

The best East can do is win the 
jack of hearts and shift to a dia¬ 
mond. Declarer counters by rising 
with the ace, cashing ace-king of 
dubs and ruffing a club high. After 
cashing the king of trumps and 
crossing to the ace, declarer ruffs 
another dub high to set up a long 
dub in dummy. 

After drawing; the last trump, de¬ 
clarer crosses to the ace of hearts 
and discards his losing diamond on 
the established dub. Now that 
wasn’t too difficult, was it? 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“You know that after-shave lotion 
you gave me for Christmas? To 
be honest, I think it smells 
. like cat food." 


HIS 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
me letter to each square, to fain 
four ordinary words 




There'll be others who will 
have tbe real power 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


: THE 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: think VIXEN 


.(Answers tomorrow) 
MYSELF SAFAHI 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


African World Cup qualifiers 

PARIS (AP) — The Ivory Coast,. Morocco and Zaire posted 
victories Sunday ia African group Wo/W Cup elimination matches 
in early competition to decide the continent’s qualifiers. The 
Ivory Coast beat Libya, 1-0, with the help of a goal by Sekou 
Bamba in the’ 79th minute at Abidjan in a group A contest. 
Algeria also has a victory in the four-country group, beating 
Zimbabwe, 3-0, Friday at Ann aba. Morocco edged Zambia, 1-0, 
at Rabat on a goal by Fes Fettah in the 39th minute in a group D 
encounter. Also in a group D match, Zaire blasted Tunisia, 3-1, 
with striker Kabongo Ngoi scoring two goals in front of 90,000 
fans at the 20th of May stadium in Kinshasa. 

Robson out of hospital 

LONDON (R) — England and Manchester United soccer captain 
Bryan Robson was discharged from hospital Monday after being - 
knocked unconscious in the Football Association (F.A.) Cup 
match against Queen’s Park Rangers Saturday. Robson was 
concussed and swallowed his tongue after a collision with a 
defender in the 89th minute of the goalless third round tie; He was 
taken to hospital for x-rays on head and shoulder injuries. The 
tests showed no broken bones. United manager Alex Ferguson 
said: “There is no problem with his shoulder but he has some 
chest bruising. It’s just a matter of resting him now. “We shall 
take advice to make certain he is okay after tbe concussion and 
shock of swallowing his tongue.” Robson is out of Wednesday's 
replay but may be fit for Saturday’s league match against Millwall. 

Bills beat themselves up 

CINCINNATI (R) — The Buffalo Bills, reeling from a defeat to 
the Cincinnati Bengals that kept them out of the Super Bow], 
brawled among themselves following the American Football 
Conference (AFC) final Sunday. The Bills' bickering turned 
physical after offensive tackle Joe Devlin cursed at comerback 
Derrick Burroughs, who had been ejected from the game after 
committing a costly penalty that led to Cincinnati's last touch¬ 
down. Devlin rushed at Burroughs and was physically restrained 
by defensive b^ek Errol Tucker. Other members of the team 
joined in the pushing, shoving and cursing and the room was 
cleared of a11 media less than five minutes after the game. 

Worldbeating waterpolo coach resigns 

BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslav water polo coach Ratko Rudic, 
who has led the national team to two Olympic titles and a world 
championship in the past five years, has resigned. “I'm tired of my 
highly-stressed life as national team coach,” Rudic told Reuters 
Monday. “I want to rest a bit and maybe in the future I shall come 
back,” he said. Rudic, 40, led Yugoslavia to Olympic gold in Los 
Angeles in 1984 and Seoul in 1988 and the world title in Madrid in 
1986. He was capped 290 times as a player in the 1970s and 
became national coach in 1984. Rudic said he planned to return to 
coach Partizan Belgrade, 16 times national champions and the 
club he played for before becoming a coach. 

Coe makes British team for Europe 

LONDON (R) — Twice Olympic 1.500 metres champion 
Sebastian Coe, omitted from the British team for last year's Seoul 
Olympics, has been selected to run in. the European Indoor 
Athletics Championships in the Hague, Netherlands, on Feb. 
18-19. Coe, 32, is among 13 British athletes pre-selected for the 
championships along with Olympic silver medallists Linford 
Christie and Colin Jackson. He will compete in tbe 800 metres, 
the distance at which be &lill holds the world outdoor record. Coe, 
Olympic 1,500 metres gold medallist in 1980 and 1984 and 
European 800 metres champion, plans one further year on the 
grand prix circuit before retiring to concentrate on a career in' 
politics. Christie, second in the Seoul 100 metres, will take part in 
Tfie 60 and -200 metres while Jacksqn will team up with .fellow 
Olympic finalist Tony Janett in the high hurdles. 

Giant-killing Sutton drawn against Norwich 

LONDON (R) — Minor-league Sutton United were handed a 
second F.A. cup giant-kilJing chance Monday when they were 
drawn against high-flying first division side Norwich city in tbe 
fourth round. Sutton, whose 2-1 home win over 1987 cup winners 
Coventry proved the sensation of Saturday’s third round, travel to 
Norwich’s Carrow road home for the Jan. 28 tie. Holders 
Wimbledon visit Aston Villa and favourites Liverpool go to 
Millwall in two all-fiist division confrontations. Sutton manager 
Barrie Williams was delighted with the draw, which patched his 
side of part-timers against the club that led the first division for 
more than three months until New Year’s Eve. “The fantasy 
continues,” be said. “We always said the F.A. Cup was unreal but 
this is going beyond the realms of possibility. “We regard it as an 
experience that we look forward to once again. It is just pan and 
parcel of everyday life now. There is a little touch of unreality 
about it but that is what the cup is always about. ” 



NOT RECEIVED 


THE Daily Crossword by C. F. Murray 



mumm aaaa 


Answer What the fisherman's gross Income was 
.- —SAME AS HIS "NET* 


Image 

10 Father 

14 Model 

15 Alone 
18 Skip 

17 “Whet's 
in -r* 

IB FaHs behind 

18 Highlands 


20 Flirt wtth 

22 BeeebalTs 
Slaughter 

23 Huge 

24 Automaton 
26 Hob. prophet 
30 Bell town of 


32 Something to 
pump 
S3 Yam 
3S Not suited 
39 Chivalrous 
one 
41 Trap 

43 Incline 

44 Vortex 

48 First place 
47 Resident of 

Arak 

49 Most recant 

61 Moves slowly 
S3 Rower source 

55 Word of 
sorrow 

56 Risky 
pmctiase 

62 Fruit 

63 Raison d*— 

64 Of an area 

65 Mariner's 
g r e eti ng 

68 Close 
87 Upper crust 
68 Frank Herbert 
novel 

68 Spade and 
Snead 

70 Gift getter" 
DOWN 

1 Where Anna 


IJHMM mmmu aoaaa 


aaan aauH 


O WBB Tribune MmHj Samoa, Jne. 
AU FflgMs FtMMN«d 


3 News source? 

4 Type of 

OTCUlff 

5 Sheath 

6 Cays 

* 7 Of the shore 

8 Russ, saint 

9 Casa — 

10 Pioneer 
headgear 

11 Add type 

12 Pro t otype TV 
show 

13 Lawyers: abbr. 
21 WWH 

conference 

she 

25 Burden 

26 Quarters 

27 Rtuw. see 


Saturday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnai nnriEi nnnn 
nraniira unpin nernn 
□nnnn nnnn 

nnnannnnnntiii 
nnnnriG snu nun 

nannj nnn nnonan 
anno nnnaan 
nnnn nuinnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnrannn nna nnnn 
nnn nnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn unrig nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


40 At l!Hs place 53 “Whan i 


26 — contendere 42 Hose material 


2 F*rber 


28 No way! 

31 Feat 
34 Yemen port 

36 Grow dtaa 

37 Riles 

38 Encamp 


45 Chart 
48-PopUini 
Sd'Soiprfssd' 
61 .Yale 
52 Runyon 


57 Virginia widow 
56 Chufcker game 
69 Getting — 
yeero 

50 A Jackson 


Home is 
sweet for 
Knicks and 
LA Lakers 

NEW YORK (AP) — “Home 
sweet home” is an adage the New 
York Knicks and the Los Angeles 
Lakers can really get into. 

In the only National Basketball 
Association games Sunday, the 
Knicks walloped the Los Angeles 
Clippers 134-100 for their 11th 
straight victory at Madison 
Square garden in New York. And 
tbe Lakers pounded, the San 
Antonio Spurs 126-96 at the 
forum in Los Angeles, where 
they are 13-0 and the only team 
still unbeaten at home this 
season. 

New York, which now is 14-1 
at home, with the one loss coming 
at the hands of the Lakers, had i 
lost its previous two games. 

“We have it in our mind that 
we don’t want to lose another' 
game at home. the rest of the 
year,” Johnny Newman said. 

Newman, breaking out of an 
eight-game scoring slump, hit for 
22 of his points in the Knicks*! 
80-point second half as New York 
turned a six-point halftime lead 
into a blowout. 

The Lakers, who also have 
struggled on the road this season 
— with a 9-11 record and seven 
straight losses — got 16 points. 17 
assists and eight rebounds from 
Magic Johnson against tbe Spurs 
to keep their home record per¬ 
fect. 

The Lakers will cany a seven- 
game road losing streak — their 
longest since an eight-game slide 
in 1975 — to Sacramento on 
Tuesday night. 

“Somewhere, this has to stop.” 
Los Angeles coach Pat Riley said. 
“We’ve fad some bad breaks on 
the road^ but we don’t want to 
have all that hanging over our 
heads when we go to Sac¬ 
ramento." 


European soccer 


Napoli, Juventus boost 
challenge to Internazionale 


ROME (R) . — Juventus and 
Napoli both won away in the 
Italian first division Sunday to 
confirm themselves as tbe chief 
challengers to leaders Intema- 
zionale Milan. 

While Inter were maintaining 
their three-point lead at the top 
with a 1-0 home victory over 
struggling Bologna, Juventus won 
3-1 at> Roma and Napoli 1-0 at 
Torino. 

Italian International Aldo 
Serena hit Inter’s winner against 
Bologna in the 72nd minute. 

Veteran striker Alessandro 
Altobelli gave Juventus an early 
lead at Roma when he converted 
a cross from Portuguese midfiel¬ 
der Rui Barros, but had to leave 
the pitch immediately afterwards 
after apparently twisting his 
ankle. 

Both sides were in attacking 
mood and there were several near 
misses by Roma's West German 
international striker Rudi Voel- 
ler, who hit the crossbar during 
the second half, and Juvemus's 
Soviet midfielder Alexander 
Zavarov. 

Zavarov was taken off 15 mi¬ 
nutes from time by Danish inter¬ 
national forward Michael Laud- 
nip. who immediately set up Bar¬ 
ros for Juventus’ second. 

Both teams scored from penal¬ 
ties In the final minutes, Italian 
international midfielder Giusep¬ 
pe Giannini converting for Roma 
after Barros fouled Voeller and 
Antonio Cabrini for Juventus. 

Napoli had to fight to earn 
their victory at Torino, who de¬ 
fended with great spirit despite 
being reduced to 10 men when 
Silva no Benedetti was sent off in 
the first half 

Brazilian striker Careca scored 
the winner from a cross by mid¬ 
fielder Luca Fusi in the 30th 
minute. 


Champions AC Milan con¬ 
tinued their disappointing form, 
losing away to Cesena 2-0 on a 
cold day and a slightly foggy 
pitch. Swedish winger Hans 
Holraqvist put away the winner in 
the 66th minute from a cross by 
Massimo Agostini. 

Dutch striker Ruud Gullit, who 
has'speot much of this season off 
the field with an ankle injury, had 
several chances in the second half 
but failed to finish. 

Milan now lie 10 points behind 
the leaders in seventh place and 
tbeir chances of catching up seem 
ever more remote. 

Newly-promoted Ataianta con¬ 
tinued their excellent run, hold¬ 
ing on to 1-0 lead over Sampdoria 
until the last minute of the 
match when Gianluca Vialli 
equalised. 

There was a fine performance 
too from Fiorentina, who beat 
Lazio 3-0. Roberto Baggio set up 
the first goal from a corner and 
scored the third a minute from 
the end. 

The result will be a relief to 
Fiorentina's manager Sven- 
■ Goran Eriksson, who has faced 
mounting criticism from fans and 
club officials because of his side's 
patchy showing in the last few 
weeks. 

Mexican international Hugo 
Sanchez struck twice in tbe last 
two minutes to give Spanish soc¬ 
cer league leaders Real Madrid a 
4-2 home ■victory over plucky 
Elche. Sunday. 

Sanchez,- until then unable to 
escape defender Javi Rey’s man- 
to-man marking, scored both 
goals by running on to passes 
from midfielder Sebastian Losa- 
da, who went on late in the game. 

Bottom-of-the-table Elche 
stunned an over confident Real, 


who had been treating the match 
with about as much urgency as a 
training session, when rneir strik¬ 
er Claudio Barragan shot them 
ahead after half an hour. 

Emilio Butragueno put Real 
level 15 minutes after the inter¬ 
val, flicking the ball from close 
range past Elche goalkeeper Jose 
Puente, but the visitors were not 
finished yet. 

Benito'Sanchez made it 2-1 for 
Elche with a header only minutes, 
later but coujd not stop Real 
midfielder Martin Vasquez 
equalising. 

Real coach Leo Beenhakker, 
sensing that victory was in sight, 
pulled off veteran back Jose 
Camacho and midfielder Michel 
and put two wingers in their 
place, Losada and Paco Llorente. 

But Elche still looked like they 
might steal a point from the 
champions before Sanchez 
pounced. 

Real stay two points clear of 
Barcelona, who defeated Cadiz 
3-0 after a hesitant start. 

Midfielder Eusebio Sacristan 
scored six minutes after the inter¬ 
val with a swerving shot from 30 
metres. Julio Salinas hit the 
second and Jose Bakero com¬ 
pleted the rout with another 
powerful curving shot 10 minutes 
from time. 

Valencia moved third after 
holding Real Bens 0-0 ' while 
Sevilla slipped to fourth by losing 
1-0 at Celta Saturday. 

Atletico Madrid, coached by 
Britain's Ron Atkinson, had a 
frustrating day, drawing 1-1 at 
Real Murcia. 

Their Brazilian star Baltazar 
De Morais had a 14th minute 
penalty saved by Lorenzo Ama¬ 
dor. Tomas Renones put Atletico 
ahead after the interval but Mur¬ 
cia’s Salvador Mejias equalised 
six minutes later. 


49ers to meet Bengals in Superbowl 


CHICAGO (AP) — The fear of 
freezing was nothing more than 
an object of scorn for Joe Monta¬ 
na. Jeny Rice and their San 
Francisco teammates Sunday. 

Playing in 48-kilometre per- 
.hour winds and wind-ebili factore 
.far. below, freezing, Montana and 
Rice combined for two touch-, 
downs and Montana threw a third 
to John Frank as the 49ers beat 
the Chicago Bears 28-3 to set up a 
rematch of their 26-21 Super 
Bowl victory over Cincinnati in 
1982. 

It was the first road playoff 
victory for the 49ers since 1970, 
and it dispelled the notion that 
the Californians would be 
numbed in the kind of weather 
that has been so good to the 
Bears in playoff past. 

The 49ers were almost flawless, 
without a single penalty and only 
one turnover. 

The Bears were the frozen 
ones, able to get inside the 49er 
40-yard line only twice. 

Montana was true to his word 


that his college experience in 
similar conditions 144 kilometres 
at Notre Dame would stand him 
well. He threw for 199 yards in 
the first half alone and finished 17 
of 27 for 288 yards, combining 
.with Rice on a 62-yard touch¬ 
down pass in the first quarter and 
a 27-yarder in the second and also 
throwing a 5-yarder to tight end 
Frank in the third. 

Finding Mike Richardson in 
single coverage on Rice, Monta¬ 
na hit his all-pro receiver at the 
Chicago 41, where he leaped and 
caught the ball. Then he juked by 
Richardson and Todd Krumm 
and raced down, the middle un¬ 
touched to give San Francisco a 
7-0 lead with 3:18 left in the 
quarter. 

That seemed to be all the 49ers 
needed to warm up. 

After Jeff Fuller intercepted a 
McMahon pass at his own 36, the 
49ers went 64 yards in seven 
plays, capped by the 27-yard 
Montana-Rice connection that 
gave the 49ers a 14-0 lead with 


7:15 left in the half. 

The score came two plays after 
Tom Rathman had bulled 12 
yards on a draw play on a third 
and 10. 

Montana, with Jim Morrissey 
blitzing from tbe left side, flicked 
the ball over the .middle. Rice, 
who got the inside against Vestee 
Jackson, grabbed the ball off his 
ankles 8 yards downfield and 
easily outraced the defenders to 
the end zone. 

After Mike Cofer’s short kick¬ 
off was returned 21 yards to the 
46 by Brad Muster, the Bears’ 
finally moved, going 46 yards in 
nine plays to set up Kevin But¬ 
ler’s 25-yard field goal with 3:06 
left in the half. 

Then San Francisco put the 
game away by taking the second- 
half kickoff 78 yards in 13 plays, 
capped by the third-down, 5-yard 
to pass to Frank. Montana was 
five of six for 45 yards on the 
drive, picking apart the Chicago 
defence with short tosses to Rice, 
Taylor, Rathman and Rice again 


before the touchdown. 

Rathman’s 4-yard run with 6:53 
left to complete the scoring came 
on a precision-like drive that fea¬ 
tured a 23-yard pass from Monta¬ 
na to Roger Craig. Craig, on 
whom the Chicago defence con¬ 
centrated, was gained 68 yards in 
18 carries. 

Cincinnati (AP) — Earlier the 
Cincinnati Bengals played their 
way into the Super Bowl, defeat¬ 
ing the penaly-plagued Buffalo 
Bills 21-10. 

Star Rookie running back Ick- 
ey Woods pranced into the end 
zone twice and ran For 102 yards 
on 29 carries, for Cincinnati’s 
second AFC championship. 

Woods scored on a Dair of 
1-yard runs, while the Bengals' 
defence outperformed the 
vaunted Buffalo defence, holding 
the Bills to minus 12 yards in the 
third quarter and ending their 
only real drive of the second half 
with an interception in the end 
zone. 
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Communist rebels consider peace talks 


Philippine renegade on the run 


ZAMBOANGA CITY (AP) — President Corazon 
Aquino said Monday the leader of rebel Muslim 
police who seized a military garrison and lulled a 
general may have escaped. 


A woman also claimed the re- Friday after learning that Batalla 
negade leader, patrolman Rizal and Abendan had been slain by 


Alih, held her and eight compan- their captors. No prisoners were 
ions hostage briefly Sunday, one taken, the military said. ^ 


day after troops recaptured the Rose Lau rente. a major's wife, 
regional headquarters of the Phi- said Alih and four of his men 


Iippine constabulary. But a miiit- commandeered her vehicle early 
ary spokesman disputed the Sunday, forced her and eight 


woman's claim. 


companions to drive into town 


At least 21 people were killed and then left them unharmed, 
before government troops, back- But military spokesman Lt.- 


ed by helicopter gunships and Col Anthony Elias disputed the 
tanks, recaptured the garrison claim and said the woman's bus- 


late Saturday after two days of band. Major Romeo Laurente 


fighting. 

On Monday, officials said they 


was a business partner of Alih. 
“We do not buy that story 


had identified the bodies of Bn- because we have no proof that be 
gadier-GeneraJ Eduardo Batalla escaped," Elias said. “The reason 


and Colonel Romeo Abendan, why so many people here want to 
who were held bostage during the make you believe that Alih is 


takeover. Seven others also had alive is so that his syndicate of 
been identified, but none was extortion, which is widespread. 


can still be continued by some of 


“From the facts so far avail- his men." 
able, the AFP (Armed Forces of Military authorities imposed an 

.1__:_i _u.. in 


the Philippines) is unable to 'say' indefinite nighttime curfew in 


that Alih may be among those Zamboanga, which has a mixed 
casualties.” Aquino told rep or- Christian-Muslim population. 

- - . At. ■ _ _ j _ ___ n _itu__ 


ters in Manila. "It has ordered an There are about five million Mus- 
all-out search for those who may liras among the Philippines’ 59 


have escaped through the 
cordon." 


million people. 

Alih was acquitted in the 


The military launched attacks November 1984' slaying of Mayor 


Cesar Climaco. But three weeks 
after Glimaco's death, seven peo¬ 
ple were killed when marines 
raided Alih’s home, and he still 
faced murder charges in those 
deaths. 

Last month, Batalla received 
permission to arrest Alih. Milit¬ 
ary officials also claim Alih was 
ringleader of an extortion gang. 

On Sunday, Aquino warned 
that police corruption was under¬ 
mining respect for law and order. 

Zain Jali, spiritual adviser of 
the Muslim rebel Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF), 
warned the siege and subsequent 
fighting may inflame sectarian 
tension. 

"The line seems to be since a 
general was killed, there is now 
justification to kill all Muslims," 
Jali told the Philippine Daily 
Globe. 

The front is the largest of three 
groups that have been waging a 
nearly 20-year-old struggle for an 
independent Islamic state in the 
south. This month, congress is to 
debate a bill to grant self-rule to 
Muslim areas in the south. 

In Manila, Aquino said wide¬ 
spread corruption among the qa- 
tion's police was undermining re¬ 
spect for law and order. 

“It is said that the citizen's 
respect for the law depends to a 
great degree on the perceived 
credibility of lawmen,” she said 


in her weekly radio broadcast 
Sunday. “Ail measures shall be 
taken to uphold the rale of law 
and improve law enforcement." 


Peace talks 


Communist rebels raised the 
possibility of new peace talks with 
Aquino's government nearly two 
years after the first round of 
negotiations collapsed. 

The offer was made in an edito¬ 
rial in the December issue of 
liberation, published by the out¬ 
lawed National Democratic Front 
(NDF). Copies of the publication 
were made available to news 
organisations Monday. 

In the editorial, the front said 
the government's “total war' 
against the unjust war against the 
masses of our people must be 
defeated." It accused the govern¬ 
ment of “wanton destruction of 
lives and property all over the 
country." 

"Conscious of the heavy sacri¬ 
fices borne by the people as a 
result of this ‘total war' policy, 
the NDF declares its willingness 
to again explore with all sincerely 
interested parties the possibility 
of a comprehensive settlement of 
the political, economic, social 
and military issues underlying the 
armed conflict," it said. 



Charles plays polo, 
conserves wildlife 


CATCH THEM YOUNG — Two- 

year-old Bon tamer Milch Perry, a fourth-genera¬ 
tion member of bis family's renowned Perry 
Brothers circus, works with lions daring a show. 


Perry is said to be the world's youngest lion tamer 
and is more afraid of the family dog than entering 
die lion's den. „ . 


First Cubans leave Angola 


Bandaranaike seeks to annul election 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
opposition leader Sirimao Ban¬ 
daranaike, who lost last month's 
presidential poll, Monday filed a 
petition in the supreme court 
seeking to annul the victory of 
Ranasinghe Premadasa. 

Bandaranaike, leader of the Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party, cited 
general intimidation, non-com¬ 
pliance with election laws and 
failure by election officials to 
conduct a fair and free poll as 
reasons for declaring void the 


result of the election. 

Premadasa. the incumbent 
prime minister, won the Dec. 19 
poll with 50.43 per cent of the 
votes against Bandaranaike's 
44.95 per cent. 

Voting was marred by killings 
of two senior election officials 
and supporters of political parties 
and attacks on polling centres. 

Officials said only 55 per cent 
of the 9.4 million voters cast their 
ballots because the Marxist Peo¬ 
ple's Liberation Front had 


threatened to kill those who 
voted. 

There has been a voter turnout 
of more than 75 per cent at 
previous elections, they said. 

Police blamed the polling day 
attacks.on the front, a southern- 
based group of young radical 
Sinhalese trying to overthrow the 
government. 

Bandaranaike, who is also con¬ 
testing Feb. 15 parliamentary 
ejection, said in a 38-page peti¬ 
tion that a majority of voters 


were or may have been prevented 
from electing the candidate they 
preferred. 

Her petition gave details of 
nearly 100 instances of alleged 
violations of election laws. 

No date has been set for the 
inquiry. 

The opposition leader said be-, 
fore the election that Premadasa 
would benefit from a low poll, 
particularly in the South where 
Bandaranaike enjoys wide sup¬ 
port. 


LUANDA (R) — The first con¬ 
tingent of Cuban soldiers to with¬ 
draw from Angola will receive a 
ceremonial send-off in Luanda 
today 13 years after Havana 
first sent troops to belp fight off a 
South African invasion. 

In what Angola and Cuba de¬ 
scribe as a goodwill gesture, 450 
Cuban servicemen and women 
and due to fly out in three planes 
after taking part in a mili tary 
parade in a Luanda square and 
marching through Che streets. 

The 450, some of whom were 
being decorated at a separate 


first contingent with pomp and 
ceremony and Havana has sent a 
high-level delegation including 
more than a dozen generals and 
colonels, many of whom have 
served in Angola. 

“We are going home victorious 
so we are going home happy,” 
Cuban General Raul Menendez 
Tomassevich told reporters. 

Cuban commanders say that 
Cuban and Angolan military su¬ 
periority*, boosted by high morale 
and sophisticated Soviet arms, 
helped to force a South African 
withdrawal from Southern Ango- 


ceremony Monday, are part of a la late in 1988 and the subsequent 
group of 3,000 troops that Cuba peace accords. 


has agreed to pull out of Angola 
by April 1. 

The remainder of the 50,000 
Cuban soldiers in Angola will be 
withdrawn in stages by mid-1991 
under the terms of peace accords 
signed by Angola. Cuba and 
South Africa in December which 
also include independence for 
South African-ruled Namibia. 

Angola and Cuba are sur¬ 
rounding the departure of the 


Following today's flights out, 
another. 1.00Q Cubans are ex¬ 
pected to leave Angola by ship in 
the next few days. 

Details of Cuba's military 
strength and operations in Ango¬ 
la, which ranged from the de¬ 
fence of strategic oil and diamond 
installations to direct combat with 
South African units, have usually 
remained dosely-guarded sec¬ 
rets. 


Politburo to discuss 


ethnic unrest 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev has signalled 
frustration with ethnic unrest in 
Armenia and Azerbaijan and said 
a Politburo commission will meet 
this week to resolve the problem. 

Gorbachev said the meeting of 
Politburo members and Arme¬ 
nian and Azerbaijani representa¬ 
tives Wednesday would “wrap up 
.the discussion of this sore point." 

General Vyacheslav Pan kin. 
head of the Soviet Interior Minis¬ 
try's Criminal Investigation De¬ 
partment, said in Saturday's 
Pravda newspaper that 43 people 
died and hundreds were injured 
in violence in the two southern 
republics in November and De¬ 
cember. 

- This was almost half as many 
again as previously estimated and 
brought to at least 78 the toll 
from 10 months of violence over 
the territory of Nagorno-Kara¬ 
bakh. populated mainly by 
Armenians but administered by 
Azerbaijan. 

The Kremlin last July rejected 
Armenia's demands for the terri¬ 
tory to be transferred to it but 
formed a commission and sent a 
special envoy, Arkady Volsky, 
to the area to try to find a 
solution/ 

Volsky appeared to have made 
little headway when violence 
flared again in November. Large 
areas of Armenia and Azerbaijan 
were placed under military admi¬ 
nistration as thousands of re¬ 
fugees fled their homes. 

The unrest also affected other 
areas of the Soviet Union, includ¬ 
ing the three Baltic republics. 

Speaking more broadly about 
the unrest Gorbachev told a 


meeting Friday of the nation's 
scientific and cultural leaders that 
confrontation and nationalist 
appeals could undermine his 
Perestroika reform programme. 
His remarks were published Sun¬ 
day in the centra] media. 

“Everything that leads to the 
confrontation of nations and peo¬ 
ples — the fanning of nationalis¬ 
tic passions, appeals for national 
isolationism and exclusivity, not 
to mention extremist calls and 
slogans — all this is unacceptable. 

“If this should spread, it would 
cause enormous damage to our 
general cause," Gorbachev said. 

The Politburo's work on the 
Azerbaijan-Annenia conflict was 
interrupted by the Dec. 7 earth¬ 
quake in Armenia and must now 
be concluded. Gorbachev said. 

The Communist leadership had 
no intention of allowing the 
Soviet Union’s many nationalities 
— there are more than 100 — to 
lose their cultural identity, he 
said. 

A summer party plenum would 
reform the relationships between 
the Kremlin and the 15 Soviet 
republics by increasing the repub¬ 
lics' self-reliance. 

But he warned against indi¬ 
vidual peoples declaring special 
status for themselves and stressed 
the Kremlin would not give up its 
role as the leader in policy-mak¬ 
ing for the entire country. 

“We need a strong centre,” 
Gorbachev said. “This is dictated 
by the nature of our economy and 
the federal nature of our govern¬ 
ment ....without a strong centre 
this would take on an unwanted 
character and would simply be 
impossible.'' 


A royal dilemma over Hirohito’s death 





Queen Elizabeth 


LONDON (AP) — The death 
of Emperor Hirohito of Japan 
engulfed Britain's royal family 
a front-page newspaper debate 
Sunday about whether this 
country should sent repre¬ 
sentatives to his funeral. 

Many opposition lawmakers 
and World War II veterans still 
regard Hirohito. who died 
Saturday at age 87, as an un¬ 
punished war criminal, and 
warned it would be an insult to 
thousands -of British service¬ 
men if official representatives 


were sent. 

Some 27,000 British prison¬ 
ers of war died at the hands of 
the Japanese in Word War II, 
many of them in the forced 
construction of the notorious 
Burma railway. 

Both Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher and Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth II sent condolence mes¬ 
sages Saturday making no 
mention of the wartime enm¬ 
ity. and both were expected to 
send representatives to his 
Feb. 24 funeral. 


The queen does not attend 
funerals of foreign heads of 
state, and the British Broacast- 
ing Corp. (BBC) reported 
Sunday that she had asked her 
son and heir. Prince Charles, 
to go in her place. 

The royal family is already 
under public criticism for fail¬ 
ing to send a member to last- 
week’s memorial service in 
Lockerbie. Scotland, for vic¬ 
tims of the Dec. 21 crash of 
Pan Am Flight 103. 

"I think we’d be dis¬ 


appointed if anybody goes out 
there (to Japan)," said Jim 
Campbell, chairman of the 
Mid-Annandale Comrades 
Club. 


“If it wasn’t good enough for 
them to come to the Lockerbie 
service. I don’t see why they sho¬ 
uld go all that distance out there 
for a service for somebody that 
treated our servicemen when 
they were prisoners-of-war in 
such a way that people suffered 
for years." 


Ghana’s envoy calls 
for student’s release 



Seoul opposition 


accelerates campaign 


PEKING (AP) — The acting 
head of the Ghana embassy cal¬ 
led on China Monday to release a 
Ghanian student arrested in 
Nanking in connection with a 
Christmas Eve brawl. 

“We are not satisfied the case 
has not been handled properly,'* 
said Kwadwo Kwakye. “We want 
(him) to be released." 

Alex Dosoo of Ghana, a stu¬ 
dent at Hebai universi¬ 
ty in the eastern city of Nanking, 
was arrested Dec. 31 and charged 
with beating and seriously injur¬ 
ing a Hehai employee. 

Police gave two other African 
students—one from Gambia and 
one from Benin —15 days “disci¬ 
plinary detention" as punishment 
for allegedly having “tried to stir 
up trouble" during the Christmas 
Eve fight. 

The clash between African stu- 
dent$ and Chinese school workers 
and students began when the 
Africans refused to register 
Chinese women they were escort¬ 
ing to a Hehai dance. It triggered 
nearly a week of street protests 
by Chinese who called the Afri¬ 


cans “black devils” and deman¬ 
ded they be punished. 

Kwakye said the fight “hap¬ 
pened on a campus and should 
have been handled by the uni¬ 
versity and not handed over to 
the police.” He said he did not 
think Dosoo should face criminal 
charges. 

He said authorities had not told 
the embassy what the formal 
charge was or what punishment 
Dosoo might face if convicted. 

“It was only after three days 
that the embassy was informed 
(of the arrest)," he said. "We 
have protested his detention and 
the fact that we were not noti¬ 
fied.” 

Kwakye was among 11 diplo¬ 
mats from various African coun¬ 
tries who went to Nanking over 
the weekend and met with 
Chinese authorities and African 
students there. 

The official Xinhua news agen¬ 
cy quoted the diplomats as saying 
they planned to advise their stu¬ 
dents to return to classes and 
obey the law. The approximately 
140 African students in Nanking 


have not attended classes since 
the dash, and most reportedly 
want to go home. 

About 500 African students at 
the Peking Languages Institute 
have been boycotting classes 
since last Wednesday to protest 
charges by Chinese students that 
an African man assaulted a 
Chinese woman in her dormi¬ 
tory. The Africans say the story is 
a fabrication and demand an 
apology. 

The boycotting students in 
Peking also say they want author¬ 
ities to guarantee their safety, 
and to release the three Africans 
jailed in Nanking. Many also 
have said they want to leave 
China. 

Kwakye said he met with Gha- 
nian students Monday and told 
them “it was within their rights" 
to boycott, “but that they must be 
careful not to contravene the 
law." 

Ghana is the only African 
country that has said it is con¬ 
sidering bringing its students 
borne. There are 26 Gbanians 
studying in China. 


Denktash makes new proposals 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash put 
forward new proposals Monday during U.N.-sponsored talks 
aimed at reuniting Cyprus in a federation. “In order to initiate a 
constructive dialogue, on... (the federal constitution) two new 
papers are being submitted today as an extension of our... paper 
on the federal structure," Denktash said in a statement. He said 
one summarised the Turkish-Cypriot position on socb a constitu¬ 
tion and the other was a proposal for a federal executive along the 
lines of Switzerland. Denktash and President George VassUimi, 
who talked for two hours Monday, are due to meet again on Jan. 
16 in the U.N.-patrolled buffer zone running the breadth of 
Cypras. The second round of talks is examining various options to 
reunite the Greek-Cypriot south and Turkish-Cypriot north. The 
island has been divided since 1974 when Turkey invaded the north 
after a brief coup in Nicosia engineered by the junta ruling in 
Athens. In 1983 Turkish Cypriots, who make up about 20 per cent 
of the population, proclaimed an independent northern state 


recognised only by Ankara. A Greek-Cypriot political source 
said: “I’m sure we will be presenting our own proposals in this 


new round of talks. But I don’t know whether they will be 
written." He said the United Nations envisaged a very flexible 
process whereby each side put forward non-binding options. 


Jailed dissident released in Shanghai 


SEOUL (AP) — Opposition 
leader Kim Young-Sam said 
Monday President Roh Tae-Woo 
must remove and put on trial 
senior officials who played key 
roles in the authoritarian govern¬ 
ment of former President Chun 
Doo-Hwan. 

Kim, leader of the Reunifica¬ 
tion Democratic Party, said 
South Korea would face renewed 
political instability if the govern¬ 
ment failed to expose and bring 
to justice all those involved in 
corruption and human rights 
abuses under Chun. 

“*We need stability. Stability 
can only be realised through li¬ 
quidation of past misdeeds," Kim 
said in an interview with the 
Associated Press. 

The opposition leader also said 
'Roh must keep a promise to hold 
a referendum giving voters the 
chance to evaluate his perform¬ 
ance. Roh made the promise just 
before the December 1987 pres¬ 
idential elections. 

“This is tiie pro mise he made 
to the people," Kim said. 

Kim said the nation would not 
wait indefinitely for a referen¬ 
dum, but he declined to set time 
limits for holding the measure. 
He also declined to comment on 


whether he thought Rob could 
wia/such a referendum. 

The government's Democratic 
Justice Party has said a decision 
will be made in the next few 
months on holding the referen¬ 
dum. Government officials say 
they are confident Roh would win 
a majority. 

Roh, a former general, defe¬ 
ated Kim Young-Sam and rival 
opposition leader Kim Dae-Jung 
in presidential elections in De¬ 
cember 1987 because the two 
Kims split the opposition vote. 

In the interview Monday, Kim 
cast doubt on Rob's willingness to 
expose and punish corruption and 
human rights abuses under 
Chun's rule. He said top Chun 
aides remained in the South Ko¬ 
rean government and ruling par¬ 
ty. Kun said they must be expel¬ 
led and put on trial. 

He also insisted that former 
President Chun be made to testify 
in the national assembly inves¬ 
tigation of misdeeds under his 
government. But Kim said he 
opposes jailing Chun because be 
was once president. 

Chun, a former general who 
took power with military backing 
in 1980, went into rural exile in 
November. 


Change: Reagan dominator 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Eight 
years have passed since Ronald 
Reagan arrived in Washington 
promising many things, but above 
all, change. 

“We're going to make some 
changes, if for no other reason 
than that they have to be made," 
Reagan said on his first full day in 
the job of president. “The people 
are waiting for us to do it." 

He exits this month, that prom¬ 
ise kept. With his era over and his 
presidency a matter for die histo¬ 
rians, what can be said of the rest 
of Reagan’s promises? On what 
did he deliver, and on what did be 
fail? 

There are plenty of partisan 
opinions. The Democrats even 
published a book cataloging their 
view of Reagan’s broken prom¬ 
ises four years ago, when he faced 
re-election. 

Reagan swept Democrat Jim¬ 
my Carter from office in 1980 
with a pledge to improve the 
economy at home and to improve 
America's standing abroad. Cen¬ 
tral to this goal was a trio of 
promises: he would cut taxes, 
build up the military, and balance 
the budget. 


Reagan won from the Demo¬ 
cratic Congress a 25-per cent re¬ 
duction in federal income tax 
rates. He later engineered a 
broad rewrite of the tax laws that 
eliminated many deductions in 
exchange for reduced tax rates — 
all in the name of simplification. 

Yet he supported tax increases 
too, and followed the 1981 tax 
cuts a year later with a S98-billion 
tax increase. 

The nation's military defences 
grew with infusions of new money 
for sophisticated weapons sys¬ 
tems. 

It was a buildup, in fact, that 
leaves Reagan's successor with 
crushing demands for more 
money to continue — so much so 
that the ability to prune Defence 
Department'wish lists was a cen¬ 
tral factor in President-elect 
George Bush's search for a de¬ 
fence secretary. 

But it was the federal budget 
deficit where Reagan clearly 
failed: not only did it not go 
lower, it mushroomed. The na¬ 
tion, it turned out, could not 
generate growth as a result of the 
tax cuts sufficient to balance the 
budget. And there were no 


budget cuts sufficient to do the 
job either. 

Reagan's targets for a balanced 
federal budget kept getting put 
off.' He never submitted a ba¬ 
lanced budget to Congress, and 
the annual deficit grew to nearly 
$200 billion a year before starting 
to head down in his last years. 

Democrats love to point out 
that the nation's total debt under 
Reagan was more than that sus¬ 
tained under all the presidents 
before him. Federal debt was 
under a trillion dollars when he 
took office in 1981; today it is 
more than $2.6 trillion. 

But Reagan delivered on much 
of his economic promise. Infla¬ 
tion abated. After an early reces¬ 
sion that helped wring spiralling 
prices from the economy, growth 
was steady. Indeed, peace and 
prosperity was a powerful argu¬ 
ment for his vice president’s cam¬ 
paign to succeed him last fell. 

Reagan also came into office 
promising to prune the federal 
bureaucracy. His Gist official act 
was to impose a freeze on the 
hiring of most civilian federal 
employees. But the size of 
cabinet government grew. 


BEUING (AP) — A Chinese dissident who demonstrated for 
democracy in Shanghai and whose case was taken up by. the U.S. 
congress was released from prison Monday. Yang Wei, a former 
student at the University of Arizona, was freed from 71 Lan Qiao 
prison in Shanghai shortly after 11 a.m. after serving one year of a 
two-year sentence. Fu Fenghao, an official at the Shanghai 
foreign affairs office, said the release came because Yang spent 
about a year in custody before being sentenced.' In a telpehone 
interview with the Associated Press. Yang said his first concern 
was the health of his father, who has cancer. Yang was sentenced 
in December 1987 for writing what Chinese authorities described 
as “demagogical propaganda for counterrevolutionary ends." He 
bad been held without charge since January 1987 in connection 
with pro-democracy student demonstrations in Shanghai in the 
winter of 1986. 


Thai foreign minister flies to Vietnam 


BANGKOK (AP) — Foreign Minister Siddhi Savetsila left 
Monday for a four-day visit to Vietnam amid signs of improving 
relations between Southeast Asia's chief adversaries. The visit 
will be the first to Vietnam-in 13 years by a Thai foreign minister.. 
Siddhi, accompanied by a 70-member delegation, is to bold tatfe-g 
with his counterpart, Nguyen Co Thacb. The two officials are 
expected to discuss the civil war in Cambodia. In response to 
written questions from Thailand's English-language newspaper. 
The Nation, Vietnamese Prime Minister Do Muoi described 
Siddhi’s visit as a “turning point" in Thai-Vietnamese relations. 


W. German communist party set back 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Wert Germany’s tiny Communist party 
Sunday rejected calls for more Soviet-style reforms-within its 
sagging ranks and elected traditionalists to top-level party posts. 
After casting secret ballots'Saturday, party conference delegates 
ousted all reform-minded leaders from the party’s 98-member 
governing board. On Saturday, delegates reelected the party's 
long-time chairman, 5$-ye3foid Herbert Mies. Hie voting was 
held at Frankfurt’s Congress Hail, where the Communists held a 
three-day party convention. The party currently has only 47,513 
registered members, and its ranks have been shrinking over the 
past several years, in part due to ideological bickering. 


FLORIDA (AP) — Great Bri¬ 
tain’s Prince Charles is to open a 
new polo club here next month 
and play in a charity match to 
• benefit African wildlife. Charles 
is scheduled to pla_y at the Wind¬ 
sor Poio and Beach Club to raise 
money for ‘die Friends of Con¬ 
servation for African Wildlife and 
the planned Environmental 
Learning Centre in Veto Beach, 
according to a spokesman for the 
Rolex Watch Company. On Feb-. 
19, Charles will play polo in Palm 
Beach. Princess Diana is not ex¬ 
pected to accompany the prince, 
Valdez said. 


Havana firs.t sent regular, 
troops to Angola in 1975 to help 
the newly-installed Marxist gov¬ 
ernment repel a two-pronged in¬ 
vasion of South African forces 
from the south and western-back¬ 
ed rebels and mercenaries from 
the north. 


Willie Nelson wins 
award 


But Cuba does not hide that 
Cuban instructors were already 
helping the Marxist Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA), currently in 
power, as early as 1966 in its 
independence war against Portu¬ 
guese colonial rule. 

The total Cuban withdrawal 
over 27 months, which mil coin¬ 
cide with a Namibian independ¬ 
ence plan due to begin on April 1, 
mil be monitored by a United 
Nations verification team (UN- 
AVEM) beaded by Brazilian 
General Pericles Ferreira Gomes. 

Angola has asked the U.N. to 
cover the estimated $800 million 
.cost of the Cuban pullout and 
U.N. officials are studying ways 
of collecting the funds. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Coun^ j 
try music ringer-songwriter Willie J 
Nelson has named this, year’s. - 
recipient of the televised “Amer- i 
ican Music Awards" special j 
award of merit for career achieve- -1 
ment. Nelson has written bun- • 
dreds of songs during his career, 
including such hits as. “the red 1 - 
headed stranger .""on the road 
again," and .“mamas don’t let 
your babies grow up to be-cow¬ 
boys." He has starred in several 
films for theatrical and television 
release, including “the red¬ 
headed stranger,” “honeysuckle 
rose," and “the electric horsey*] 
man.” Nelson also, has used. lus 
leverage inside the music industry 
to organise the farm aid concerts, , 
drawing contributions, to help. : 
needy family farms in the United 
States. 


Selleck sues over 
‘Love Secrets’ 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
libel case brought by Tom Sel-' 
leek's father will go to trial 
against a supermarket tabloid 
newspaper, which claimed 
Robert Selleck gave his son's 
“love secrets" to the publication, 
the California supreme court 
ruled. The court unanimously up- 
held a lower-court ruling reinstat¬ 
ing Robert Selleck's libel lawsuit 
against Globe International and 
upholding his status as a private 
figure, which makes it easier to 
win a libel case. The lawsuit 
stems from a December 1982 
issue of the Globe that carried: the 
front-page headline, “Tom Sel¬ 
leck's - love. secrets — by his 
father/* The story, on an‘inside 
page, was headlined, “Why Tom 
Selleck can never be a happy 
lover.” It said Robert SeQeck had 
described bis son as shy and ill at 
ease with women, and quoted the - 
elder Selleck as saying, “Tom's 
relationships with women in his 
life are always disappointing be¬ 
cause he's just not the person 
they think be should be. He’s .shy 
and sensitive, not rough and rug¬ 
ged.” Id his lawsuit, Robert Sel¬ 
leck: said be had a brief, in¬ 
nocuous conversation with the . 
writer of the article, but denied 
saying- anything about his son’s 
relationships with women. 


Stone returns to 
Manila 


MANILA (AP) — Director Oliv- , 
er Stone, who filmed his academy 
award winning movie “Platoon” 
in the Philippines, has returned to 
Manila tocomplete "Bom on the 
Lpourtb of July" starring Tom 
Cruise. Stone told reporters he 
will finish the picture, which is 
about a young soldier crippled in 
the Vietnam war, in the northern 
Philippine city of Laoag.- 
Although the scenes will sup¬ 
posedly take place in Mexico, 
Stone said he chose the Philip¬ 
pines because shooting here" is - - 
cheaper and "Mexico does not 
have all the military equipment we 
need. ’’^The production crew wiiK 
use helicopters rented from the 
Philippine air force' he said. 
Stone filmed “Platoon,” a story 
of American infantrymen in Viet- 
nam, in the Philippines in-1985. 


Child actress 
correlates fame with 
drugs, alcohol 


NEW YORK (AP) — brew 
Barrymore; - the lovable moppet' . ■ 
of the movie "E.T.," says her. • ] 
.descent into. drug and alcohol' '/ 
abuse began . with, her rise - in 1 
feme. “From the time - 1 became . "j 
femous in .“£.TL," my life got . 
really weird” Miss Barrymore j 
said in a first-person account.foe- 
the Jan. 16 issue of People maga- \ 

rine. Miss Barrymore, how - 13; . - 
was released from her second stay /. v 
at a drug-and-alcohol rehabiiita- ■ • 
tioo - hospital shortly before/ 
Christmas._• According io- her 
account, she drank, at the age of 
. 9, -smoked - Marijuana' at 10 hnd • 1 
.snorted cocaine at l2.:*Ttwas. . 
frightening. I was this 7-yeafokI ; 'J 
^-WfaoTv ayex pec led v ' ? 

-a mature 29/’ she said. 
flute l.was.SVi, I felt hire I 'waif: i 

sonte ahnontiat, cra^/gri/ if ( 
could. tojfce 

nightclub, andiay; . J fcw ’ 


















